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[DIRECTORS 
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CONTAINING 


4 particular Ac cov NF of their con p det 
with Regard to the As SIE N TO COMMERCE 

and other Tranſactions highly Inj Hus to the Pro- 
prietors, and Prejudicial to the King of Spain (as 
being intereſted - one fourth Part in the TRADE; 
very neceſſary for the Peruſal of all thoſe rhat are or 
| Have been concerned in South-Jea Stock; that they 
may ſee how their Trade hath been managed, and 
their Money ſquander'd, and - demonſtrating the 
- Reaſonableneſs : and Equity of a publick Enquiry. - 


THE WHOLE 


Called from Original LeTTERs, and other 
7 Autientics TESTIMONIES. | 


N D. TE MPLE MAN, 


5 Who was ſeveral Years a Clerk in the Secretary's 
| Office of the ſaid Co MAN x. 


Evertere es rater Optantibus i 27 1 
— faciles, | Juv. 
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Finted for the Au THOR, and Sold by the Book: ſeellers of 
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Daniel Templeman, of the Pariſh of Se. 
John's, Clerkenwell, Gent. maketh Oath, 


and ſaith, That whatſoever is written and contained 
in the following Sheets hereunto annex'd is Truth 


and Matter of F aft, Errors excepted my in n the 
"1 Tranſcription. 


Sworn the 6th of Fanuary, 1734. at the Publick 
Office in Chancery- Lane, before me, 


Robert Holſord. 
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ſole Intereſt and Advantage of the Proprietors : 


telling them, that the Company (as their Trade had 
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1 | Of the Late 


DIRECTOR 


OF THE 


SouTn-Sza-Com PANY 


N the Month of F after that 
memorable and calamitous Year1720, 
in which ſo many Families were ru- 
ined, Sir John Fyles, Bart. was cho- 
ſen Sub-Governor of the South-Seg 
Company, being look'd upon as a 
Perſon qualify'd in every Reſpect to 
anage 6 great a Truſt ; and no doubt none more fit, 
had he conducted the Company's Concerns for the 


192 


But that honourable Gentleman had not been long in 
the Chair, before he harangued the Court of Directors, 


Been 


2 The Hiſtory of the Iate Directors 


been, carried on of late Years) was ſuhject to any 


Embarraſſments and Inconveniencies, by having 


large a Quantity of Goods and Effects always remain 


ing in the Spaniſbo Weſt-Tndies, and which were hab! 
to be ſeized on the leaſt Rupture with Spain ; ther: - 
fore for the greater Intereſt and Security of the Com 


Nan he gave it as his Opinion, that the moſt prope; 


Method to carry it on for the future, would be, 
by ſending Supra-Cargoes in the Company's annual 
Permiſſion Ships; which would not only be leſs ha- 
zardous, but the Returns a great deal. the quicker; 
which Opinion was unanimouſly agreed to: But 
whether Sir 7chn Hyles was ſincere when he expreſſed 
himſelf in the foregoing Manner, or whether he had 
any other Views, I don't take upon-me to determine, 
but leave the Reader to judge by the following 
Sheets. 5 5 
Accordingly, on the 14th Day of February, 1722, 
the Court of Directors choſe four Supra Cargoes for a 
Voyage to La Vera Cruz, in their Ship Royal Prince. 
Captain William Cleland Commander, there, to diſ 


poſe of a Cargo of Goods, which was to be put or 


board her, to the Amourit of above 250000“. Sterling 
The Names of the ſaid Supra-Cargoes, are as follow, 


Di Z. Mr. CatlizThorowgoed, firſt Supra- Cargo, Mr. - 


* Mr. Thorowgocd had been formerly in the Company's Service 
at Mexico, when Samuel Shephard, F/; vas one of the Governor; 


but for his Mal:-Praf#ices Abroad, the Court Directors made. an 
Order Nemine Contradicente, that he /houldimever be impley'd in the 


Company's Service again: But it may be obſerved hereafter, that 


during the Time Sir John Eyles was chief of the Oligarchy, theſe 
Supra-Carges aud Factors, who had been guilty of the greateft Notori. 
ties had the mo? Countenance aud Encourageirents 3 which is a plain 


T:dication, that the Directoss, or ome of them, were concern d in the 


fllicit Trade carried on ſo many Tears in the Company's Aunual Ships, 
fo prejudicial to the Preprietors ; it being next to impoſſivle that 150 
Tons of Good; hold be talen on board the Royal George .at Sz. 
Chriſtophers, à greater Quantity, on- board the Prince F rederick at 
Prince Rupert's Bay i the Iand of St. Dominica, and fo on with- 
ont their Privity and Conſent. Beſides tis not to bt imagined that the 
Supra-Cargoes themſelves could find Money to purchaje ſuch large Quan: 


titiesof Goods for illicit Trade, the evhich, no doubt, avere of ihe richeſt 


Pitt 


Sart, and therefore beo ws up the leſs Ream in the Ship. 
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" ä 2 
r "36 
— 


HAI 


of the South-Sea Company. 3 
Pitt; (che Company's chief Factor at La Vera Cruz) 
ſecond; Mr. James Dolliſfe, third; and Captain Wil- 
liam Cleland, fourtn. 5 3 

On their Arrival home, about Chriſtmas, 1724. 
the Court of Directors being informed of their irregu- 
lar and unwarrantable Tranſactions, when at La Vera 
Cruz, they were examined in Perſon by a Joynt 
Committee of Buying and Accompts, of the roth of 

January, 1726, and their Accompts were examined 
| by another Committee of Buying and Accompts, of 
the 5th of December, 1728. The preſent Sub-Gover- 
nor, Sir Richard Hopkins, being of both Committees; 
Copy of which Minutes are as follows, viz. 


Thurſday ro, Januar, 1726. 
% a Joint Committee of Buying and 
„ Accomp tx. | 


The Committee being informed that Mr. Thoroww- 
good, Mr. Dollife, and Captain Cleland attended; 
Mr. Thorowgood was called in, and the Orders of 
this Committee,of the 16th of December being read to 
him one by one, he gave Anſwer thereto as follows, 


As to the firſt Demand relating to 
Preſents*, RES h 


He faid it was impracticable at fo great a Diſtance» 
to obſerve Inſtructions literally, that there were great 
Uproars on the Supra-Cargoes Arrival, the Populace 
threatning to fire the F actory, mentioned ſome great 


* The Court of Directors ſent Preſents to the Spaniſh Governor and 
Royal Officers, to the Amount of 789 1. J s. 64. excluſi ve of a Sword 
fet with Diamond; for the Vice-Ray of Mexico. | 

Meyfieurs Thorowgood, Dolliffe, and Cleland, hawe not only dif- 
regarded this Article of their Tnflrutions ; but Brote thra' all the moſt 
material ones gi ven them by the Court Directors. ; | 


2 | Services 


—— —— — —¼0. — 


4 The Hiſtory of the late Direffors 
Services done at that Juncture; and afterwards by 
ſome Spaniſh Officers in Power, and particularly in 


granting Leave to remit the Affair of Alcavalas to 
| the Determination of the King of Spain, and in pre- 


| © 
venting the Royal Prince's Cargo being ſent to the 
. Cuſtom-Houſe, which would have ze, es, great 
| Delays, Expences, and Embarraſſments, that they 
| : had alſo procured and ſettled the Prices of Goods in a 
5 tavourable Manner, whereby to govern the Payment 
| of the Acavalas, ſhould they be inſiſted on; the 
| Paper of which he had delivered to the Committee of 
Buying: He alſo quoted a. Letter from a Spaniard, 
wherein very great Preſents are enumerated, and even 
aggravated beyond what they really were, 
| Being told that this Anſwer was too general, ſaid, 
1 that to diſcover Names and particular Sums might be 
| of very ill Conſequence to the Company's future At- 
fairs, and mentioned ſome Inſtances; ſaid, he could 
| tell them to any one Gentleman in Confidence, * and 
| did not doubt of giving him full Satisfaction. 
i Being asked particularly about the Sword, affirm- 
ed itwas given to the Vice-Roy ; but that indeed he 
did not think of the Deduction out of the Invoice, as 
required, ſaid he gave the Vice-King the main of the 
Preſents at their firſt Arrival; but was forced to 
. keep him in Humor from Time to Time with leſſer 
| Matters, and by that Means got great Indulgences 


after the King of Spain, by Cedila, had revoked all 
Favours; ſaid, that Mr. Pitt knew of ſeveral of the 


Preſents given away; and, particularly, of 4000 


| * [t is doubtful by Mr. Thorowgood's Condu in other Affairs, 
Þ a Herber he gabe the Vice- King any of the Preſents : But to ſay that | 
4 he Lept him in Ilumor from Time to Time cvith leffer Matters, is ſul- 
ting his E xeetlency's Honour, and ſeems to be only mere Deluſion and 
CÞuarnmery. _ „ | 
: | + IF Ir. Thorowgood had adted uprightly and juſtly for the 
Company's Iuteræſe, hy fboutd he decline to diſcover Names, and 
| particular Suns given! But it bhoks as if Mr. Thorowgood had done 
| great Services abroad | for fome Gentlemen of the Committee, | they Being 6 
Fetisfied withiſo geacr at an dafeer. * | i} 


- 


Dollars 


ö | of the South-Sea Company. 5 
Dollars in Money; * ſaid, he would draw out the 
the beſt Account of Preſents he could collect; diſtin- 


guiſhing the particular Services, that on the Acavala 
Accompt, and that of the Audiencia. 


Secondly, As to the ſecond Demand of their bring- 
ing home Indigo, and eſpecially that of inferior Sort; 
he ſaid the expected ſcvere Orders from Spain by 
every Veſſel, People apprehending another Repre/alia, 
they could get nothing but Indigo; that he did not 
leave a Bag of Pieces of Eight behind him: Beſides, 
they had a general Inſtruction to take ſome Fruits, and 
Indigo was beſt for the Company's Intereſt, prefera- 
ble to Jallop and other Things, which would have oc- 
caſioned conſiderable Loſs. ; 


Thirdly, As to the Third Demand relating to their 
Commiſſion, and veſting the fame in Cochineal ; he 
ſaid, he brought but little for himſelf, 14 Bags, and 
4 of them were not his own ; that he was involved, 
and under ſome Difficulties for want of the Money ; 
and therefore as in this Particular he had commit- 
ted a Breach, he deſired to be excuſed; ſaid, he had 
kept it by him a good while, and at laſt fold it un- 


der 20 1. | | 
Being asked about a particular Parcel brought 


home, ſaid it was to ſecure a Debt due to a Friend in 
London, which was ſaving it out of the Fire, and 
would otherwiſe have been loſt, 


Fourthly, As to the Demand relating to the Exclu- 
ſion of Mr. Pils out of the Supra-Cargo Ship, ſaid 
he was not excluded by the other Supra Cargoes, That 


Ne. Pitt aua: then at La Vera Cruz, and therefore could 
nat confucc Mr. Therowgood 3 but it ſeems very improbable that 
Mr. Pitt feould be ſet inis the Secret of the Difpaſal of 4000 Dollar, 
in Maney, whin My. Thorou good and the other Supra-Cargoes con- 
ceaÞd from hiem the Courts Inſtructions, and thereby deprived him of his © 
Right being ſecond Supra- Cargo; as vill be feen a little * 
| ; ? 


6 The Hiſtory of the late Director 


| | he joined in ſeveral Acts, That he was an odd re- 
| ferved ſullen temper'd Man; but gave the Committee 
1 | ſeveral Reaſons why they did not think proper fur- 
ther to let him into Matters, mentioned an Agree- 
ment Mr. Piit had made with one Carter, who with 
ſome others who were to have managed the whole 
| | Cargo, it they could have got hold of it : That the 
= faid Pitt before that had received 30000 Pieces of 
C Eight, but fears the Company will never ſee a Penny 
of it *; and upon the Whole, thought it by no 

q means for the Company's Intereſt that he ſhould be 

concerned in the Cargo. 


| | © $4 Fifthly, As to the Demand concerning the Con- 
| ſultation-Book in which all Contracts and Bargains 
q were to be Entred and Signed. 

Said, he referr'd to a 1 Book which ſeemed Prima 

| Facie, to be only a Letter-Book ; but Mr. Thorow- 
| good therein produced ſeveral Reſolutions of the Supra- 
f 1 Cargoes entred from Time to Time; faid there was 
' no other Conſultation-Book , and 1 8 there was 

E err Thing neceſſ. ary in it. 


: | * his Charge of Mr. Thorowzood's nin Mr. Pitt, evhether 
| | true of falſe I cannot aver; if t he 2 former, the Directors muſt have 
had fome Ends in not lroking i ineo this Matter, they continning Mr. Pitt 
in the Service ſeveral r afreravards 3 and I thick ta the Day of 
4 | |  #ts Death, if the latter Mi. Thorowgood dealt unyjuſily by him : Par 
; | it 7s notorious that Myr. Fhorowgood ftoad a Debtor to the Com: pany 
' in the Vera Cruz Ledger, 1716. Fol. 1,6,0000 and odd Pieces of 

Eight ſeveral 1 Tears after he lift that Place, and it is doubtful — : 

that Deb? is diſcharged to this Day. 

1 Seemingly Meyjpenrs Thorow goad, Doliffe and Cleland, were 

apprehenſive of no Punifſoment cr Cenfare from the Court of Directors 
; | for whatever Irrezularit ies or Negl2s they had been guilty of Abroad, 
1 — elſe certainly they would have talen Care to have kept a regular 
1 | |  Conſultation-Buok ; the Negle& of which vas the Forfeiture of their 
Commiſſion, as appears by tee Twwenty-fifth Article of the Courts In- 
frructions to them, which is ibis: You muſt be ſure from Time to 
% Time dally, duly, and truly to keep regular Conſultations and 1 
« and other Franſactions in a Book for that Purpoſe; and imme- uf 
jf « diately ſign the ſaid Entries upen Penalty of forſeiting your Y 
| | „ Commiliion. | | | 9 
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Sixthly, As to the Demand relating to the Books 
wherein they were to enter all their Tranſactions, their 
Waſte-Book, Foul Journal of their daily Bargains, 
whether called a Warchouſe-Book, or by any other 


Name; and alſo their Caſh-Book, ſays their daily 


Tranſactions are contained in the Account deliver'd in 
of Charges of Merchandize, did not know of any par- 
ticular Caſh-Book *; that Carriers and others paid 


their Money very late, which was entred in the 


Ledger; that the petty Expences and other daily 
Charges of Houſe-keeping, &c. were kept by the 
Factory at Vera Cruz, and given the Supra- -Cargoes 
in a groſs Sum: 

That Mr.Stratton,Capt. Cleland's Clerk, and others 


that kept the Ware-houſe Accounts, he doubted not 


had the proper Books, that he himſelf had Duplicates 


of ſome of them by him which he would deliver in; 


ſaid that himſelf was forced to keep Books and write 
Spaniſh Letters, tho? very ill at the fame Time; and 
wiſh'd the Company had provided them an Ac- 
comptant, ſaid he would make an Enquiry after what 
Books he could find, and believ'd the Duplicates by 
him would ſatisfy the Committee. As to the Papers 
relating to the Meaſurement of the Ship and Goods, 
it was not Part of their Inſtructions; but faid, as he 
had ſome by him, he would deliver up all he had. 

Mr. Deiliffe being then called in and examined F to 
the ſame Matters; and firft, as to the Prefents : He 
ſaid that there were great Obſtructions and Difficul- 
ties, and a general apprehenſion of War; that as to 
Preſents in general, he believed there might be ſome 
Accompt kept, and that none were diſpoted of with- 


* 5 they Rept no Caſo-Book, no doubt they brounht tome fine Ac. 
comprs : But Mr. Read, the Company's Accompta: 175 Ke cvsõ that Af- 


Jorr better than T db. 


+ Ae. Dolliffe is the Gentleman; who, with Capt. edn are 
new, under Proſecution by the Court of Dire&ors for Male practice 
Abroad when Supra-Cargoes of the Company's Ship Prince William 
Some of the new Der ears di ifqual: 2 ing temſelwes on MO at Ys of wing 
Evidence cin them. 5 > 


Out 
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out conſulting the reſt of the Supra-Cargoes: That as 
to the Sword, it was deliver'd to the Vice-Roy for 
the general Service. | 
As to the taking Indigo, ſaid they would have 
avoided it if poſſible; but that the ÞHoty/as, who had 
been before hand with thera, had drained the Coun- 
try of Money : They thought they had better bring 
home that than nothing; and that they had deferr'd 
taking any Indigoto the very laſt. | 
As to their taking their Commiſion Abroad, and 
veſting the ſame in Cochineal, he acknowledged the 
 Treſpais, and made an Apology ;z ſaid he had but 
little, and hoped for the Company's Favour. ; 
Concerning their Excluſion of Mr. Piti; ſaid he 
was conſulted in many Points ; but that it was not 
thought for the Company's Intereſt to conſult him in 
all Things; ſaid it was for the Sake of diſpatching the 
the Ship, that they did not let him into the Time of 
her Departure : Said that the Reaſon why they did not 
Jet him ſee the Courts Inſtructions, becauſe theſe 
Things they did not think adviſeable to conſult him 
in were apart; that there were other Reaſons which 
Mr. Thorowgood had acquainted the Committee with. 
As to the Conſultation-Book ; ſaid that ſome of 
the Books delivered in and now produced was the 
Conſultation-Book ; that he had no other Matters re- 
lating to that Matter. 
As to the Book directed to be kept of their daily 
Tranſactions ; faid, he ſuppoſed that was methodized 
in the Book wherein the Bargains are minuted and 
ſigned in the Accomptant's Office. 
Being asked concerning the Waſte-Book, or Foul 
Journal, or Warchouſe-Book, wherein their daily 
Bargains were entred ; ſaid, he had no Papers re- 
lating thereto ; that he believed what had been deli- 
vered in would have been ſufficient ; that probably 
there might have been a Warehouſe Book kept, ſome 
being kept by Mr. Thorowgood's Son at Mexico: but 
that from them they aſterwards adjuſted with the 
People themſelves ; that he will make Enquiry if 
=—— -- | there 


"of the South-Sea 2 ompany, 9 


there be any ſuch Books in being: But in his own 
keeping affirms he has none, nor ever had. 

Being asked concerning the Caſh-Book ; faid, hs. 
did not know who kept any ; thatcarriers and others 
that brought them the Money, did not do it till a few 
Days before they failed, and then it was placed to 
Accompt ; ſaid, there was a Book of petty Expen- 
ces disburſed for Houſe-keeping, Sc. which he be- 
lieves was brought into the Account delivered in, but 
would make Enquiry about it. 

Then Captain Cleland was called in and examined 
as a Supra-Cargo; and being asked concerning the 
Preſents; ſaid, as to what was done at Mexico does 
not know, not having been there; and that what was 
given away at Vera Crux, moſt was done by Mr. Tho- 
rowgood and Mr. Dolliffe ; and as to what was given 
away by himſelf, he laid, he had lately given in to 
the Company upon Oath; That be cannot charge his 
Memory with Particulars at Vera Crux, but believed 
there was ſome Acoount kept; faid he ſaw Clocks 
and Watches, Cc. ſent away to Royal Officers and 
others. 

As to their bringing away Indigo; ſaid, if they had 
not taken that, muſt have had nothing; that they 
took it for Money. | 

Being examined, touching their taking their Com- 
miſſion abroad and veſting it in Cochineal ; faid, it 
was but a Trifle ; that he was allowed a Priviledge, 
and forced to take that or nothing. 

As touching Mr. Pitt's Excluſion, not being at 
Mexico, cannot lay any thing to it. ; 

Being examined concerning. the Conſultation-Book 
which was ordered to be kept ; ſaid, the Supra-Car- 
goes were ſeparated at Mexico and Vera Crux, and not 
altogether ro conſult ; that what he ſold was entered 
into a rough Warehouſe-Book, which was delivered 
with all the Accompts he kept to Mr. Thoro<igood. 

Being asked concerning the! Book of their daily 
Traufietions; > ſaid, he ſaw no ſuch Book; That his 

B - Buſineſs 


ie Hiiſtory of the late Direftors 


Buſinefs wasto take care of the Waren and knows 
nothing oi this Book, 


To this Article relating to the Waſte-Book, Jour- | 


nal and Warehouſe-Book, the Committee took. it to 

be anſwered before. 

As concerning a Caſh-Book ; aid, he knew of 
none, thatthe Money was brought them bur a little be- 

fore they ſailed; that what Money they wanted for 

Disburſements, chey had of the Factory, who were 


afterwards repaid, when Mr. 7 derbe came down 
from Mexico. 


Captain Cleland being further examined as Com- 


mander of the Royal Prince; Iſt. What Quantity of 
Cochineal he brought home not conſigned to the Com- 
pany, and how he came to break his Orders in that 
Particular; ſaid, that his own was but about 20 Bags 
taken as the Wrodate of his Priviledge ; that every 
Officer brought home a little ; hat | he alſo brought 


home ſome for the Factors; that if the Committee in- 


fiſt, can tell the Quantity to an Ounce ; he believed 
Mr. 7 herewgoed might have about twelve Bags, Mr. 
Dolliffe thereabouts, and the Ships Officers ſome. 
eing asked why he did not deliver a regular Ac- 
compt of his Stores and Proviſions according to the 
Blank Book deliver'd him by the Committee of 
Shiping for that Purpoſe 3 ſaid, that the Purſer, Stew- 
ard, and others, to whom chat was intruſted, dying, 


the Entries were left to the chief Mate, whom he de- 


pended on for doing it; but he deceived him in not 
doing it : but that he never found it out till after his 
Death that they were all expended ; * acknowledged 
his Error in not looking better after this Accompt, 
and asked Pardon. 

As to the Accompt of the Marks and Numbers of 
the Goods delivered out of, or brought into the Ship; 
he fad that . by his Bills of Lading. 


* Captain Cleland, without Contradiction, might ſafely aſſert auhat 
he affirms concerning the Delivery of his Stores and Proviſions ; all the 
Officers of the Ship to whom that Affair wwas intruſted being dead, and 
conſequently no one to confute him, 
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The Committee having thus far proceeded in the 


Examination, the Supra-Cargoes were each of them , 


called in, and leſt their Senſes ſhould have been wrong 
taken, their particular Anſwers were read; to which 
they made no Objection. bi 

Which Minutes having been read, and the Commit- 


tec having fully conſidered of the whole Affair, are 
of Opinion, that the Books, Papers, and Accompts 


deliver'd in, do not appear to this Committee to be 
ſuch a particular, regular, or full Account of the diſ- 
poſal of the Cargo, and of their daily Tranſactions 
as they ought to have kept and deliver*d, purſuant to 
their Inſtructions, OP | 


Friday 5th of December, 1728. 


| At a Committee of Buying and Accompts, 


The Committee proceeded on the Examination of 
the Accompts of the Supra-Cargoes of the Raya! 
Prince's ſecond Voyage“, and do find in the Ledger 
a Folio 38 and 39, a Parcel of Goods were ſold to 


Don Moreno at 3ol. per Cent. advance; which Gocds, 


if had been charged at the cur- ; 
rent Price, the ſupra Cargoes{ Doll. Rs. 
fold at would have amounted 85 32039 
to — an, 


Whereas they accounting for the 


Goods ſold at 30 per Cent. (332629: 4 
the Company is credited for = 


but — — 585 | | 8 


Difference 119409 : 4 


2 The Royal Prince had made ont Foyage ts the Spaniſh Well- 
Indies before the Year 1720. N 


2 | Alla 


I es 4 — 
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Alſo do find in Folio 41, in the) 
ſame Ledger, another Parcel 
of Goods fold to ſaid Moreno, \ - ? 5 K.. 
conſiſting of 20 Sorts at 30 per 865 795 
Cent. whereas 5 Sorts of thoſe 
Goods at the current Price 
would. amount to — 
The Company credited for th 3 
Whole at 30 zer Ceut. — ned 


" Diflerence. -'- = 1 


— 


Total Diff, - - - 126681 = 


The Committee likewiſe obſerve, that in the Ac- 
count of Charges of Merchandize amounting to 
130,037 Dollars charged by the Supra-Cargoes; there 
is an Article of 28424 Dollars, ſix Rials for ſeveral 
Payments and Disburſements, wherein is included 
6735 Dollars, part of the Cargo given as Preſents “, 
but not mentioned to whom ; neither any Particulars 
how the remaining 21689 Dollars, 6 Rials, were 
diſpoſed of. 15 =. 

he Committee alſo obſerve, that in the Account 
of Disburſements amounting to 12974 Dollars, 4 Ri- 
ais, charged by the Captain, there 1s an Article of 
7564 Dollars given to ſix Royal Officers, Sc. T all 
which 1s over above the Preſents ſent out of England, 


* have heard Mr, Thomas Bedell /ay (who was one of the Com- 
pany's chief Factors, ſent Abroad in the Year, 1715. ) that all the time 
of bis being in New Spain, he never gave away in Preſents but 1000 
Dollars, and that was by an Order from the Factory in Writing ; and 
on his Return home, the then Directors refufed to allow it, he having no 
Foucher from the Perſon from whom it wvas given; ſaid, Mr. Bedell 
rald me further, thathe made about 75 l. per Cen. of the Elizabeth's 
Cargo, and theſe Gentlemen have accounted to the Company for two 
large Parcels of Goods fold at 30 l. per Cent. any. 5 8 

T Captain Cleland hos taken the Liberty of giving away 7164 
Doliars to fix Royal Officers, &c. but as he does not mention it was for 
the Service of the Company, it may be preſumed it was for their Con- 
pivence gt foe private Trade, 

amounting; 
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amounting to 789 J. 7 5. 6d. excluſive of the Sword 
given to the Vice-Roy, of all which no Particulars 
given. . hy. | 

The Committee alſo obſerve, that in balancing the 
ſeveral ſorts of Goods in the Cargo, there appears to 
the Value of 5861. 10s. 64. over accounted. for, 
and 584 1. 125. ſhort accounted for ; which may pro- 
bably be occaſioned by mixing their 'own private 
Trade-Goods with the Company's Cargo, and by 
miſtaking the Numbers of the Bales | 

That as to the inexcluding Mr. Piti out of the 
Supra-Cargo-Ship, and of their not complying with 
the Courts Inſtructions, the Committee refer to their 
Minutes of the 1oth of Fanuary, 1726. adjourned. 


OBSERYVATTION. 


By the foregoing Minutes the Reader may ſee how 
Prejudicial the illicit and unwarrantable Tranſactions 
of the Company's firſt Supra-Cargoes have been to the 
King of Spain, as well as the Company (he being in- 
tereſted one fourth Part in the Trade) and that not 
only by their breaking thro? the moſt material Articles 
of their Inſtructions, but by ſquandering away the 
Company's Money in large Preſents, they don't ſay 
to whom, and in making great Disburſements of 
which they give no Partiticulars : But what Reaſons 
might induce the Committee to make ſo favourable 
a Report of their Conduct, or what Views the Court 
of Directors might have in ſending Meſſieurs Dollife 
and Cleland a ſecond Time Supra-Cargoes in their 
Service I do not preſume to mention, but take leave 

to offer to the Reader's ſerious Conſideration, the fol- 
lowing Queries, viz. | | 


Query. 1. Whether Meſſieurs Thorowgood, Dol- 
/iffe, and Cleland have accounted to the Company 
tor the 126,681 Dollars 3 Rials, for the two Parcels 
of Goods fold to Don Moreno at 201. per Cent. Profit, 
when the Current Price of Goods was 50 J. per Cent. 


Query 


| 
: 
| 
| 
' 
z 


were diſpoſed of. 
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Query 2. Whether Meſſieurs Thorowgood, Dolliffe 
and Cleland did not fell the two Parcels of Goods to 
Don Moreno at 50 per Cent. Profit, and charge them 
fold but at 30 J. | | | 

Query 3. Whether they ought not to refund the 
6735 Dollars part of the Cargo they gave away in 
Preſents without any Power or Authority, and whe- 
ther they have ſatisfied the Court of Directors of. the 
Particulars how the remaining 2 : 689 Dollars, 6 Ryals, 


Query. 4. Whether the 7564 Dollars Captain Cle- 
land gave to ſix Royal Officers was for the Service 
of the Company or private Trade. 

Query g. Whether Meſſieurs Thorowgood, Dolliffe, 
and Cleland did actually diſpoſe of 14299 Dollars in 


Preſents, or make a falſe Charge on the Company. 


Query 6, Whether they have made Reparation to 
the Executors of Mr. Pitt, for the Loſs he ſuſtained 
by their concealing from him the Courts Inſtructions, 
and excluding him out of the Supra-Cargo Ship, 


Having laid open the irregular and unwarrantable 


Tranſactions of Meſſieurs Thorowgood, Dolliffe and 


Cleland, I now proceed to give an Account of the 


Conduct of Meſſieurs Bumpſted and Canham, two of 
the Company's next Supra-Cargoes, who failed for 


Cartagena and Porto Bello, in the Ship Royal George, 
bout Fanuary, 1723. (Meſſieurs Bacheler and Tutti, 


the other two Supra-Cargoes, dying in the Voyage, 


both with Reſpect to their taking on board the Royal 


George 150 Tons of Goods at St. Chriſtophers for pri- 


vate Trade, their procuring the Condemnation of the 


ſaid Ship at Antegoa, and of their being ſcreen'd from 


the Law-Suit which was commenced againſt them on 


that Account, v12z. | 
Meſſieurs Bumpſted and Canbam being arrived at 


the reſpective Ports in the Spaniſh Weſt-Indies, and 


having diſpoſed of the Cargo, a little before their De- 


parture for England, Mr. Bumęſted, contrary to the Opi- 


nion of all the Officers of the Ship, cauſed the Royal 
| George 


) 
* 


—— 
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George to be hove down, which did her much Damage 


by ſtraining her, which looks as if he had ſome View 


in ſo doing, ſeeing in her Voyage home, on ſome 


Pretence, that the Stern- Poſt moved, and that ſhe 
was not a tight Ship, they quitted her, and ſhipp'd 
themſelves with the Company's Treaſure on board the 


Ringſale Man of War, Captain Girlingtonè, and 


obliged the Commander, Captain Pbilips, to bear 
away with her for Autegoa, where they procured her 
Condemnation, much againſt the Conſent of all the 
Officers on board, which will be ſeen by ſeveral Ex- 
tracts of Letters and Minutes a little farther, relating 
to this Affair. | : „ 
This Tranſaction of Meſſieurs Bumpſted and Canbams 
made ſo much Noiſe on the Royal- Exchange by Gen- 
tlemen of the Inſurance Offices , as well as others, 
(there being ſuch vaſt Sums of Money taken up on 
Bottomree) that ſoon after their Arrival home, of 


Neceſſity it obliged the Court of Directors to appoint 


a Committee to enquire into this Affair; which was 
accordingly done, all their Proceedings in this Mat- 
ter being kept with the utmoſt Secrecy. 


* 2 aptain Girlington demanded about 6000 J. Sterling for brings 


ing home the Company's Treaſure, and detained ſeveral Cheſts of Silver 
on board his Ship "till he was ſatisfied. 

+ The Gentlemen of the London Infurance-Office, applied to the 
Court Directors, that a proper Perſon with a Veſſel jufficiently 


mann d might be difpatch'd to Ante goa to bring home the Royal 


George, which was agreed to; and accordingly Mr. Bird, the 
Company's Builder, vas appointed with proper Inſtructions for that 
Purpoſe, who on his Return back-made Report to the Court, That ſhe 
Twas in a bad Condition, and that it was no Ways practicable ta at- 
tempt the bringing her home, or to that Effet : Upon which the Gen- 


 temen of the Inſurance-Office mann'd out a Veſſel with a skilful Perſon 


at their own Charge, who brought her ſafe to England ; after which, 
4 myſelf ſaw her in the Company's Dock at Deptford, and was told 
that her Bottom was as found. as any Ship's there, tho. ſhe had lain 


at Antegoa ſeveral Months expoſed to all Weathers: I don't mean 


this any Ways as a Reflection on Mr. Bird's Capacity, not being privy 
to any private Orders he might have from ſome Gentlemen in the Di- 
rection to leaye her behind him. 


Extract 


a 7 A I. — = 
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Extraci of a Letter from Mr. John Griffith, one w, 55 


the Mates of the Royal George, to Capt. Jones, 


one of the Directors, dated in Engliſh Harbour 


at Antegoa, the 26th of December, 1726. 


« The firſt of December we got into Englifh Har- 


4 bout on the Iſland of Antegoa; the ſecond, ditto, 
« Mr. Bumpſted ſent a Letter on board by the Cap- 


e tain, intimating our Opinions whether or no the 


« Ship was in a Poſture of performing her Voyage 


* to England; we all gave our Opinions that with a 


c thorough Repair was fit, and all the Officers were 
« deſirous to go in her: But he ſaid whether or no 
« we gave our Conlents he would condemn her *, 


*I have been told by one Mr. Elton Lewis belonging to a Mer- 
chant. Ship called the Eſſex, who was at Antegoa the Time the Royal 
George was condemned, and was 'pricvy to the whole Aﬀair ; that 
Mr. Bumplted, wwher he came on Shore, follicited Captain Girlington 
4 the Kingſale Man of War, to ſend proper Perſons on board the 
Royal George to take a Survey; upon which the Captain asked him 
for what Reaſon he would have her ſurveyed : Mr. Bumplted reply'a, 


In order to hawe her condemned, for that he thought it was not ſafe to 


carry her to England. Says the Captain io him again, if that is your 
Intention I'll find you Men enough that fhall condemn her; and ſoon 
after that, ordered the Carpenter of his own Ship and Crew, and the 
Carpenters and their Crews of ſeveral Merchant Ships that lay in that 
Road to gs on board the Royal George and take a Survey, which 
they did, and not long after ſhe was condemned; tho Mr. Lewis told 
me, that it was the Opinion of Captain Girlington that the Royal 


George was better capable of proceeding to England with, the Com- 


pany's Treaſure than his own Ship; but could not learn what the Con- 
demmation coſt Mr. Bumpſted, but believes no ſmall Sum. 8 
Mr. Lewis 44% told. me, that after the Royal George was con- 
Bemned, foe was laid on a Rock on her Middle, and all her Ballaſt 
frimm'd Afore and Afi, which was enough to diſable the beſt Ship that 
ever was built; after which her Iron-wwork was drawn from her Fore 
and Aft Parts, and that ſhe was almoſt d:ſſefted one Foint from ano- 
ther, which plainly ſhews the Villany intended. 9 00 
Mr. Lewis told me further, that Mr. Bumpſted kept Open Houſe 
et Antegoa three or four Days in a Week for all Comers and Gocrs, 
ewith Mufick and Dancing, ſuch Doings hawing never | been ſeen in 
that Mand before. The ſaid Mr. Lewis, wwho declared all this, ts 
mw liuing, and willing to make Oath of the Truth thereof if required. 


c which 


| | 
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& which Reaſon has been given us all the Voyage 
ce without the Conſent of the Officers; for it was the 


« ſame thing at Porto-Bello, when we told him the 
« Conſequence. of it, and likewiſe the Ship being 


very tight did not make an Inch of Water for 


<« ejghteen Months: He ſaid it did not ſignify any 
c thing, he would have a clean Ship, which has prov'd 
«<.the Ruin of the Ship 3 the Reaions of which is 
& too long to relate in this ſmall Compaſs.” 

Ihe 7th of December here came a NotaryPublick 
on board witaour ſecond Supra-Cargo, Mr. Canbam, 
« with a Form of a Proteit to indemnify them from 
& our bearing away, we made ſeveral Obſtacles, and 
% made them fcratch ſeveral Articles out; ſo that 
% Mr. Canbam, ſecond Supra-Cargo, ſaid Gentlemen, 
«© you may depend upon it, you mall never be em- 


00 ployed in the Company's Service again; I am of 


% Opinion when the Company comes to hear of the 
«© whole Affair, they will not ſend any more Supra- 
* Cargoes, This is a fine Affair to relate, that Offi- 
e cers to be three Years in their Service, and to have 
&« ſuch Encouragement for carrying their Goods from 
« St. Chri Hophers ® s*, and lying upon Bales, to be 
5 threatened alter this manner. 


Baur of a Letter from Mr. Scott the Carpenter 
the Royal George, to his i fe, dated at 
8 the 23d of December, 1720. 


V E have had a very troubleſome Fatigue for Capt. 


Phillips and myſelf, Capt. Phillips can do nothing 
without Mr. Bumpſted's Order +, which makes him 


* The Avftra# of this Letter to Captain Jones plainly ſpevus that 
Mr. Bumpfted did tale in Goods at St. Chriſtophers; ; and as to the 
Quantity  eevhich vvas about 150 Tons, that is ai . med by the Ast da- 
wits of the firſt, ſecond, aud third Mates of the Roy al George, 
taken before a Comm: ce at the South-Sea-Houſe; which Agde ita 
are no in the Serre: a1 's Off "r if 720. ae 4-4 d. 

Mr. Bumpſted, ov whit} Avroad, not contenting kimſelf with the 
Title of Chigf's bra: Cares, Pye: 4 2 (27) cif Piregor- General for the 
be hed be Aſuento. þ 


D very 
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very uneaſy : Capt. Phillips is a very good * 
mander if he could have done as he would. 


Monday, 27 February, 1726. 
At a Committee to enquire into the Hairs of the 
Royal George. 


Mr. French, Surgeon's Mate of the Royal George, 
ſays, that Captan Waring * commanded as much as 
Captain Phillips. 


That Mr. Utber, Chief Mate of the Royal George r, 


{tood out to the laſt againſt condemning her. 

That the Generality were of Opinion that ſhe was 
capable of proceeding home, and the Crew were in 
a Conſternation at hearing the contrary. 

Meſt the Carpenter's Mate, being examined, ſaid 
the Ship was hove down at Porto-Bello againſt the 


Opinion of all but Mr. Bumgſted, that ſhe was ſtrain- 


ed by the heaving down. 


At Committee of the Royal fl the 2 70 of” 


October 1727. 


Meſſieurs Bumrſted and Canham Dollars. 
acknowledge to have in their © 75056 
Hands —ͥͤ ͤ( — 

In adding the Sums ſaid to be 
Expences miſcaſt, to the Pre- 8 5000 


Judice of the Company. 


Captain Waring avas Commander of one of the Company's Shope 
in thoſe Parts, who quitted his Veſſel, and went with Mr. Bumpſted 
to Antegoa 3 and wor, as J have heard, very ative in the Condem- 
nation of the Royal George, for which (as a Blind) was a1mifſed the 
Company s Service, but ſoon taken into Favour again, but has lately 
been render'd incapable of ſerving the Company for ever at the Inſtance 
of Sir Thomas Geraldino the King of Spain's Director, for landing 
Silæier and other Goods at Portſmouth from the Havanna, not belong- 
ius to the Company. 

Mr. Utber being fo flrenuous agninſt the Condemnation of the 
Royal George, WAS never afterwards employed in the Company s 
Service. 


They 


\ 
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They had of the Cartagena Fac., 
' tory, not included in the ſaid & 4000 

Account 


| ——_—_— 


Total 16056 Dollars. 


At a Committe of the Royal George, the 19th of | 
December, 1727. 


A Letter from Mr. Bumpſted of the 15th Inſtant, in 
Anſwer to one wrote him by Order of the Committee 
the 12th Inſtant, in relation to the ſixteen thouſand and 
odd Pieces of Eight in his Hands was read, and the 
Committee were adviſed by Mr. North * to apply 
to the Court of Chancery at a proper time to have the 
Money brought into that Court, and paid out to the 
Company, on giving the Security to abide the Order 


of Court. | 


At a Court of Dire ors, Friday 20th of December 
5 1 


The Sub- Governor repeated his Exhortations to 
the Court, well to conſider the Affair of laying open 
in a Court of Chancery Mr. Bumgſted's private Trade, 
+ That it was a Thing of very dangerous Conſequence 

to the Company, with Regard to the Court of Spain, 
t and that the Company might come at the Knowledge 


Mr. North, sf Merchant- Taylors. Hall, he Company's Sollicitor 
in this Suit | | 

+ The Suh-Governer here actnoruledges Mr. Bumpſted did carry or 
a private Trade, tho in the Company's Auſæuer to one of the Heads of 
Complaint of the Courts of Spain, intended to be exhibited againſt the 
Company at the Congreſs of Soiſſons, ¶ Page 42. De Company utterly 
deny the Exerciſe of any private Trade, aud jay if jucha T, bins has 
been tranſacted, it is unknown i them. X | 
. The Sub. Governor ſeems very unwilling that the private Trade 
ould come to the Knowledge of the Court of Spain thro juch.a Channel 
as Mr. Bumpſted's Proſecution 3 but tha? Court is pretty well {atisfied 
in that Afﬀeir, as appears by the following Head; Complaint against 
the Court Spain. | 
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of the private Trade, without a publick Enquiry.— 
That the firſt Deſign wasto proſecute on the Condem- 
nation, N — 


A Copy of aLetter from Mr. Bumpſted to the Court 
of Direclors, dated the 7th of January 1728. 


Gentlemen, 4 
6c WII E N you were pleaſed to prefer a Bill a- 
& gainſt me in Chancery, I anſwered to it as 


% far as I was able; I pleaded indeed to Part of it, to 


* which I was induced from an Apprehenſion that an 


e Anſwer might be attended with very fatal Conſe; 
“ quences to the Company's Affairs, more than any 
« other Motive, the Lord Chancellor having over-ruled 


this Plea, I find myſelf under the fame Difficulties, 


« and think I ſhould be wanting in that Zeal I have 
« always, and do till profeſs for the the Company's 
e Intereſt, if I did not on this Occaſion apply to you 
« for your Thoughts, whether there may not be ſome 


* other way of proceeding found out, at leaſt equally, 


if not more ſatisfactory to the Company, as well ag 
66 to, Gentlemen, | 


Jour muſt faithful 


Humble Servant, 


| A. a Commitee of Correſpondence, 22d of ] anuary, 


1728. 


The Committee having read and confider'd Mr, 


Bumpſted's Letter referr'd by the Court the 1oth Inſtant; 


and alſo another Letter receiv'd from him of this Day's 


Date +; wherein he propoſes to refer the Diſputes that 


at preſent ſubſiſt between the Court of Directors and 


himſelf to Arbitration, the Committee are of Opinion 
not to accept the ſaid Propoſal. e | 


Read in Court 24th of January, 


1728, aud agreed io. 


* The Letter of abe 32d of January never came le my Sight. 
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A Copy of a Letter from Mr. Bumpſted to the Court 
of Direttors, dated the 13th of February, 1728. 


(0 
40 
cc 
40 


1 


(0 


am, honourable Sirs, 


Flonourable Sins, | | 
Hine been informed that your Honours 
| were pleaſed by a Vote of your Court to re- 
jet my Application for determining the Diſputes 
between us by an amicable Arbitration, and that 
you would not deliberate on my Propoſal for fo 


ſhort a Time as a Month, I adviſed with my Coun- 


cil what was fit for me to do in this Caſe, whoſe 


Advice I have followed by appealing to the Houſe 


of Lords, more for the Sake of the Company's 
Service, than from any Apprehenſion of material 
Injury to myſelf, by anſwering as by the Decree of 


my Lord: Chancellor I am ordered; but as I am 
told the Hearing my Appeal may be attended with 


Conſequences very diſagreable to the Comyany's 
Intereſts, * I am greatly concerned, 'and fhall be 
defirous to prevent the fame by withdrawing it, and 
conſidering the nature of the Caſe, I ſubmit my ſelf 
wholly to your Honours to deal with me on this 
Occaſion as you ſee moſt prudent and fit; either 


to anſwer when it may be a more proper Time, or 


amicably to end all Differences by a Reference. I 


Your moſt faithful 


humble Servant, 


William Bumpſted. 


* The diſagreeable Conſequences that might attend the . Company's 


Intereft by the Learin: Mr. Bumpfted's Appeal (by which perhaps he 
meant the layinz oten his illicit Trade, aud expofing the concerned with 
him) no doubt he communicated ta ſome of the Directors, ſeeing the 
Court gave their Attorney leave to wwithdraxw it the Day en : 


But be that as it wwill, the two foregoing Letters of Mr. Bumpſted's | 


appear to me not to be of his own indicting, the Style of them no Ways 


correſponding with thoſe formerly wrote by him to the Court of Di- 


redors when Abroad in their Service; for I very well remember a Pa- 
ragraph in one of his Letters relating to Mr. Dennis, a Factor at 


Panama, avbich the Court could uot underftand ; upon which the Secre- 


tary <vas orde; ed ie write to Lim to come and explain himſelf befors 
Cammictee. | 


Honoues 


— 
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A. a Court of Directors the 14th of February 1728. 


The Order of the right honourable the Houſe of Lords 
was read, requiring the Company to put in their An- 
ſwer to the Appeal from the late Order of the Court of 
Chancery,in the Cauſe wherein the Company arePlain- 
riffs, and the Appellant and others Defendants, on or 
before the 18th Inſtant. | 

A Letter from Mr. Bumpfted of the 13th Inſtant, 
offering to withdraw his Appeal, and ſubmitting to 
the Court to deal with him on this Occaſion as they 

fee moſt prudent and fit, either to Anſwer when it 
may be a more proper Time, or amicably to end all 
Differences by reference, being alſo read. | 

The Company's Anſwer ſign'd by the Attorney- 

General to the aforeſaid Appeal being alfo read. 


Order d, 


That the Committee of Treaſury affix the Com- 
pany's Seal to the faid Anſwer, 


Order'd, | | 
That Mr. North take Care the faid Anſwer be de- 
Iiver'd on Tueſday next, provided the Appeal be nat 
ſooner. withdrawn, and that (if neceſſary) he may confent 
on the Company's Part to the withdrawing the ſame, 


and Mr. North was call'd in and acquainted there- 


with, the Anſwer being deliver'd him. 


At a Court of Directors, 21 Feb. 172 8. 


The Minutes of the Joynt Committee for the Royal 
George, and Law-Suits of the 18th Inſtant ; impor- 
ting Mr. North's having ſign'd on the Part of the 
Company, Mr. Bumpſted's Petition to the Houſe of 
Lords for diſmiſſing his Appeal were read and agreed 
to, | | 
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Mr. Bumpſted's Appeal to the Houle of Lords being 
withdrawn, it was agreed on betwixt the Court of 
Directors and himſelf to leave his Conduct to Refer- 
ence; and about Auguſt, 1729. four Arbitrators were 
appointed, all of them Directors, viz. Thomas Cow- 
lad, Eſq; and the preſent Deputy- Governor, Jobn 


Briſtocv, Eſq; on the part of Mr. Bumꝑſted, and Gabriel 


Rober and William Bowles, Efqrs; on Bchalf of the, 
Company; who after ſeveral Meetings came to a 
Reſolution, but inſtead off inſiſting on Satisfaction from 


Mr. Bumpſted for the Damage the Company ſuſtained 


by his carrying the Royal George to Antegoa, and get- 
ting her condemned, and taking on board the ſaid 
Ship at S. Chriſtophers, in his Paſſage to the Miſt-Indies, 


150 Tuns of Goods for illicit Trade, they awarded 


him and Mr. Canbam 3170 l. odd Shillings; * But 
the Arbitrators on the Part of the Company were 
but juſt enter'd into the Direction, and could not poſ- 
ſibly know much of the Affair, ſo may very well be 


excuſed for conſenting to an Arbitrament ſo much in 


Favc.ir of Mr. Bumpꝑſted, and Prejudice of the Pro- 
prietors. 5 ED 

Mr. Bumꝑſted by this ſurprizing Award, being 
s$kreened irom his Proſecution, ſoon after had the 
Honour to marry Sir John Eyles's Daughter, and is 
(as I have been informed) poſſeſſed of a great Eſtate 


in Oxfordſhire, and another in Warwicſſhire, at which 


laſt he reſides, and lives in great Pomp and Splendor ; 
and it may be obſerved, that tho* the Proprietors 
have been backward in purchaſing Eſtates for them- 


ſelves, their Directors have procured thoſe that have 
done it for them. | 


I ſhall not make any Obſervations on the foregoing 


Conduct of Mr. Bum;fted's, but refer the Reader to 


the following Queries : viz. 


I never heard that M:/ſieurs Bumpſted and Canham ever paid 


the Company the 16056 Dellars of the Company's Money in their Hands, 


but perhaps that might be forgiven them in the Award. 


Query 
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j Query 1. Whether there is not great Room to ſuſs, 
ct (as there were ſuch vaſt Sums taken up upon 
—— that the Condemnation of the Royal George 
was not concerted betwixt Mr. Bumpjted and ſonje 
others before he ſailed from England. bo | 


Query 2. Whether the Expence Mr. Bumpſted put 

the Company to, in procuring the Condemnation of 
the Royal George, did not amount to more Money 
than the building of the New South-Sea-Ilouſe. 


Query 3. Tho' Mr. Bumpſted has been cleared from 
his illicit Tranſactions by an Award of the late Direc- 
tors, whether he is not {till lyable to another Proſecu- 
n HON 


I come now to exhibit ſeveral notorious Frauds com- 
mitted by the Company's Factors Abroad, to the Preju- 
= dice of the Proprietors, which the Directors themſelves 
* | have been well acquainted with; as may be ſeen by 
the following Minutes of the Committeeof Correſpon- 
| dence : But for what Views ſuch Factors have been 
fcreen*d and ſent Abroad again, I dare not affirm ; but, 
preſume, the Reader, with a little Conſideration, need 
not be at a Loſs to find out. The Conteſtien'of one 
of them ſigned by his own Hand is as under, viz. +» 


Copy of a private Letter from Mr. Thomas 
 Blechynden, one of the Company's Factors at 
Porto-Bello, 70 Sir John Eyles, dated March 


the 2 5th, 1725. 
* ＋ H E Misfortune J have of having been repre» 


<< | ſented to you in the worſt and blackeſt Colours, 
« would be ſufficient to deter me from preſuming to 
« write to you; if I did hot know at the ſame time 
«© your Goodneſs and Readineſs to pardon one who 
c has been guilty of Follys, Errors, and Inadvertencies, 
i tho” not to that Degree mine Enemies have ſet me 

-T | | Out 
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c out; as J don't go about to vindicate myſef in any 
* Reſpect, I ſhall not give you the Trouble of a parti- 
« cular Defenceto the ſeveral Crimes Lam charg'd with; 
cc on the contrary, do own myſelf guilty of many 
« Things contrary to my Obligations to: the honoura- 
«. ble. Company; tho? at the ſame Time, I cannot 
« help ſaying, that my Youth, want of Experience, 
« and the powerful Example of my Repreſenters to 
« you *, carried me into: thoſe Meaſures I am now 
« aſhamed of, more than any natural Inclination to 
“ Diſhoneſty or wronging the Company: I can 
« with Truth aſſure you, I have not done any guilt) 
| 4 Action as a Servant of the Company, into Which 
c they did not perſuade me, and alſo ſhared in the 


* 
8 


LE 
* 
$74 
FE 
{5* $ 
<a 
7 

x 


— — SOR? 


> - --$ a 
— 1 


« Profits with me ; either as to the illicit Introduc- 
tions of Negroes, and of Goods. The Indulto 
| « was taken out at Porto-Bello by Meſſieurs Swartz | 
and Johnſon, ſome Months before I knew of it, and 
c the buying Slaves on the Coaſt was concerted be- 
© tween us, to which they fomented and encouraged 
me; the 200 Dollars we got by the ſaid Indulto 
<< were equally ſhared between us, of which Mr. Zobz- 
e ſon had his Share before he ſet out for Zondon ; if 
*. there was any greater Sum then got, it was unknown _ 
to me: the Difference between them two and me | : 
<£ conſiſted in this; that I gave them a Share in all f 
that wat got at Porto- Bello, and that they gave me 
& none of what Money they wrong*d your Honours 
of at Panama, by the moſt ſcandalous Indulto 


that ever was opened in that Country , and by the 
« worſt Bargain and moſt injurious to the Company q 
4 that ever was made; I mean the great Sale of | i 
«© 326000 pieces of Eight, toſome Lima Gentlemen, 7 
<« whereby they appear to have defrauded the Com- _— 
«© pany of above 80,000 Pieces of Eight; I beg i ou b 
—_* Myftenrs Swartz and. Johnſon, „it Fellow Fafors at Panatta an | 
Porto-Bello. 5 BT, | 
Be opening ii is Tudulto at Panama, very prebebly the; auronoed = | 
Company of as nu, Maney or more than that opened at Porto- Beſio. 9 
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vill have the Goodneſs to believe I don't tell you of 
„ theſe Faults to recriminate, but out of a ſincere and 


6 real' Conviction of the Wrong and Injuſtice done 
the Company,, and if poſſible to make Amends 
« for the Share I acted in them by the Encouragement 
« of others: As tp my Carriage and Behaviour in 


my private Dealing, I thank God all that know 


me will vindicate me from the vile and falſe Infor- 
* mations ſent againſt me to you, and will ſay I am 
&« incapable of being guilty of them, both in Regard 
* to the 17000 Pieces ſeized at Porto-Bello * of Mef- 
„ ſieurs Swwartz's and Fobnuſon's Money, and that char- 
* gedonme by them in a Council at Panama, Febru- 
* ary,1724. It Iwas writing to any one but you, Sir, to 
4 whom I owe ſo much Reſpect; I could not contain 
„ myſelfwith in the Bounds of Decency in writing on 


| 


1 


a Subject which touches my Credit and Reputation 


&« ſo much; and when the Falſeneſs and Malice of 


< my Enemies appear ſo plainly, it would be tiring 


« your Goodneſs and Patience too much to enter into 
<< the vindicating my Innocency in theſe Particulars 


, laſt mentioned, and therefore ſhall only ſay, that 
Mr. Bumpfted has inquired into them with great 


Care and Exactneſs, and has formed my Defence ſo 
good, ſtrong, and clear, that he has done me the 
«« Juſtice to believe me Innocent; „of which I hope 
he will have the Goodneſs to inform you, Sir, and 


Ln 


© the Court. | 


* Probably that was Money nnquintated ; that is, had not paid the 


King of Spain” s Duty put on board a Veel for England, and * . 


ro S eixure. 


+ The Fadtom at Panama and Porto- Bello Being at Variance one * 
another, Mr. Bumpſted had a Power given him under the Company's 
Seal to confirm or diſplace whom he thought proper after Enquiry into 
their Conduct, fo wery probable theſe Factors that made Mr. Bump- 
Red the greazeft Preſents were the fitteſt Per -ſoas to ſerve the Company; for 
it has been d Custom for junior Factors auen any Chief over them vas 


Vent from England to make him Preſents, as appears by the Minute of 


Crreſpondent, „Pa ge 34. here Blechynden acknowledges he gave Mr. 


Denniſs ( cube cc; font Chia Factor) to * Value of t000 _— at 


his fer t co. TUG oer. 
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„ Would to God I could as eaſilv and truly vindi- : 
<« cate myſelf from the Guilt, which aſſociating with | 
« Meſſieurs Swartz and Fobnſon, has brought upon me: 
de But as that is impoſſible, and that a ſincere Sorrow, 
« with the ſtrongeſt and moſt honeſt Reſolutions to 
tc ſerve the Company for the future, is the only Satiſ- | = 
« faction in my Power to make for what I have done | ; 
« amiſs; give me Leave, Sir, moſt humble to throw 
« myſelf on your Goodneſs,- and beg your Pro- | ; 
cc tection, at the ſame time that I ſo much need and | 
«& implore your Pardon. , | ö 
«© T own I have no other Dependence nor Hopes but 


& jn that univerſal Benevolence you ſhew the unhappy { 
& and diſtreſſed, without which I muſt be undone in | 
e my Fame and Fortune, and expoſed to all the Ef- q 
<« fects of the Malice and Prejudice the evil Tongues | 
« of my Enemies can bring on me; I cannot flatter 


«© myſelf of the Hopes of being immediately eſtabliſh- 
ce ed in your good Opinion of me, but it ſhall be my 
“ Study, that my future Actions ſhall be directed to 
4 the obtaining that Happineſfs. | 


5 : T. Blechynden. | 
OBSERY ATION. ; * 


Theſe notorious Facts which Mr. Blechynden al- 
ledges againſt Swartz and Fobmſon in this private Let- 
to Sir John Eyles, * arè confirmed by the following 
Minutes ; and as to the great Sale of Goods to ſome 
Lima Gentlemen, wherein Mr. Blechynden in his ſaid 
Letter charges them to have defrauded the Company 
of above 80,000 Dollars, is alſo confirmed by one Mr. 
Joſbua Harwood, a Book-keeper at Panama and Porto- 
Bello Factory, in his Narrative of their Tranſactions, 


' * That Sir John Eyles had a private Correſpondence <vith the 
Factors is very evident, there being forty or fifty more Letters on pri- 
vate Affairs ; beſides this of Mr. Bleciynden's in my Cuftody....... 8 
but had not Time to peruſe them. ; 5 
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dated December 5, 1724, brought home by Mr. Bump- 
fted, wherein he declares the Names of the Gentlemen 
who bought the ſaid Goods, viz. Don Facob Oforid, 
Don Juan de Berio, Don Martin Laylayete, Don Pe- 
dro Carpentero, and Den Foſeph Ochoa: He alio ſays 
that the Goods were ſold at 12 or 18 Months Credit 
without any Security from either, only - their own 
Bonds, and that Du Juan de Berio confeſſed a large 


Preſent, but he could not learn how much: Said Ha 
co allo declares he had to the Value of 100 Piſtols 


for — Pony the Account, Mr. e eln him 
the; were Men of Honour. 
Mr. Harwood in another Part of his Narrative gives 


an Account of another fraudulent Sale made by John 


fen, which I take from” 3s own. . in the ſaid 


Narrative, viz, 


E Don Juan Bertil 1 offer d Money for 
1 Negroes and Goods, which laſt was fold after - 


% wards for. leſs Money: He aſſured me he could 
t not adjuſt with Fohnſon becauſe he inſiſted upon 30 


e per Cent, Intereſt : Afterwards Don Valentine de 
„ Aguilar, & Gentleman from Lima (Fobnſon was 
„then fick) went up to Fohnſon, afterwards came 
c down to me, and told me Zohbnjon was too hard, 
e and believed ſhould not agree wil him for Negroes 


© or Goods. I asked the Reaſon, he ſaid he inſiſted 
* on ready Cath, and 5000 Dollars Regalio ; which 
6c & if he would give, the Negroes and Goods ſhould 


«© goat an eaſy Rate. Aguilar came ſome time after 


«+ to the Factory, and was with Mr, Johnſon in Pri- 


% vate , 7ohnſon lent for me up, and before Aguiar, 
told me he had agreed for all the Negroes in 
4 Fs, at 215 Dollars, which: were the fame Bee 


'o6 gta offer d for. 


* This Mr. Johnſon «vas cleared from ſuch T. bee, as 6564. 


aud which My. Bley chenden charges him quith in his private Letter 
fo Sir John Eyles, Page 28, at a Committee of” Corr eſpondence, the 


8:þ of Auguſt, 1728. Page 34. 
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PENIS. 1 
At a Committee of Correſpondence and" Faclories. 


The Committee having gone thro' the whole Exa- 
mination of Swartz and Fobnſon, relating to the Come 
plaint againft them, collected from all the Correſ- 
pondence, the Court have had Article by Article; in 
all which they have either given and produced living 
or other Evidence that abſolutely clears their Cha- 
racters of forme Articles, or fuch circumſtantial Ac- 
counts and original Letters relating to many other 
Tranſactions in Charge againſt them, as ſatisfy the 
Committee that they do no Ways deſerve the Cenſure 
of the Court, or any Diſapprobation of their Conduct 
whilſt Abroad in the Company's Service. : FLY! 


25 July, 1728. this Minute 5 
d ni cr BL 


OO Wedmjday, 24 Jay, was. 
A. a F oint Committee of 'Correfpondence and 
3 - Fattories. © 8 * 


Mr. Bleychenden was called in and examined, and 
28 whether there was no Sum of Money ta- 
ken by the Factors for opening the Indulto at Porto- 
Bello; anſwered, That there was a Sum of 2000 Pie- 
ces of Eight given by Don Juan de Ochoa, and that 
himſelf, Mr. Swartz, and Mr. Johnſon had their 
Shares; that himſelf, Blechynden, received his Part of 
the 2000 Pieces of Eight from Mr. Swartz. 
Swartz and 7ohnſon being preſent, ablslutely de- 
_ ny'd their knowing any thing of the ſaid 2000 Pieces 

ot Eight“, or that they received any Part thereof. 


NB This Charge of Bleychenden's ( tho) Swartz and Johnſon deny 
knowing any thing of the Matter) is confirmed in his private Letter ta 
Sir John Ey les, Page 29. 6 | 
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30 The Hiſory of the late Director, 
Swartz ſaid that he. oppoſed the aid Indulto, and 


that he was ſick in Bed the whole Time. 
Blechynder alſo alledged, that the Indulto at Pa- 


nama Was kept open three Weeks or a Month, much 
to the Diſreputation of Swartz and Jobnſon, and to the | 
Company's Prejudice. | 


Blechyuden being asked if he knew any thing of 
the Factors buying Negroes on the Coaſt, anſwered, 
That himſelf in concert with wart and Jobnſon, and 
the Royal Officers, bought a Parcel of go or x00, and 
referr'd for Truth to Captain, Cozterel *, who is now 
coming home and knew the Fact, that each had their 
Share, there being divided 12 or 1400 Dollars a- piece; 
that Scoartz bought the ſaid N egroes of Cotterel, and 
made the Contract, to which Johnſon was not privy till 
afterwards, and faid this was the only 1 
in concert; that he has a Paper of Johnſon's own 
Hand-writing, where this Matter was made up. 

Mr. Blecbynden being asked whether he ever made 
Mr. Denniſs any Preſent at his firſt coming over; 
anſwered, That he did to the Value of 1000 Dollars: 
To which Mr. Denniſs being examin'd, only gave in 
ſome few Trifles of a very inconſiderable Value, and 
Meſſieurs Swartz and Johnſon abſolutely deny'd their 
being concerned in the aforeſaid Joint-Bargam of Ne- 


groes bought on the Coaſt, +, or having received any 


Money on 1 that Account. 


Mr. Jobnſon being asked whether he ever gave to, 


or received. from Mr. Des anyPreſents ; anſwer'd 


in in the Negative. 


* Capt. Catterel, Commander of one of His Majeſty s Ships of War 
then in thoſe Parte. 


+ This Joint Bargain of Negroes is allo confirmed in My. Bley- 


chenden, private Letter to Sir John Eyles, Page 24. 


7 burſaay, 


bought 
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Thurſday, 8 Auguſt, 172838. 
Ala Foint-Committee for Correſpondence and 
| Fattorics, | { 


The Committee having in purſuance. of a former 
Reference of the Court, examined into the. Conduct 
of Mr. Swartz at the Factory of Panama and Porto- 
Bello, from the Time of his Arrival, and of Mr. 
Fohnſon from that Time to the Time of his Departure 
from thence for England, by Order and Conſent of the 
Factory for the Company's Service, and having care: 
fully collected all the Matters ſuggeſted to their Pre- 
judice, whether Verbal or Written; and after ſeveral 
Meetings having fully heard them thereupon, did 
make Report to the Court of the 17th of July laſt F 
of their unanimous Opinio. 
But the Court being inform'd at that Time that Mr. 
Blechynden, one of the Factors at the faid Places of 


Porio-Bello and Panama, was arrived from Jamaica, 
and as he was the principal Accuſer of the ſaid two 


Factors, and Mr. Deiniſs to Mr. Bumpſted, who had 
the Company's Authority to examine into the Matters 
of Complaints and Diſagreements in the ſaid Factory, 


the Court being defirous that he ſhould be heard perſo- 


nally as to theMatters he had laid or could lay in Charge 


to them ſuſpended, agreeing to the ſaid Opinion of 
this Committee till Mr, Blechynden was examined 
fince which Mr. Blechynden has been heard before the 
Committee on this Subject, as well as to the Condi- 
tion and State of the Company's Concerns in general ; 
and Mr. Denni, Swartz, and Fohnſon have allo been 


heard in their own Defence, concerning all which the 
Committee will ſoon make a full Report; but at pre- 


ſent confine Themſelves to what under this ſecond 


* This Report avas excepted againſt by the Court, Page 29. 3 
However Sir john Eyles by this Minute (it being copied from his 2:71 


Hand-Writing ) has found Means ts clear Johnſon, tho' tbe Fad al. 
| tedoed are /a abwioufly proved againſt 5 im. . * f : 


Mr. 
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32 The Hiſtory of the late Direfaors 


Reference and Examination does concern Mr, Jobs 


03. 3 8 8 . . 
10 Mr. Blechynden charged Mr. Johnſon with being 
concerned joyntly with Swartz and himſelf and the 
Royal Officers at Porto-Bello-in a Parcel of Negroes 
bought clandeſtinely on the Coaſt, which were mark- 
ed with the Company's Mark, and fold, and that they 
ſhared the Profits. Being further queſtion d as to the 
Matter, Mr. Blechynden faid-and- allow'd, that Mr. 


Fohnfon at the Time of this Tranſaction was at Pa- 


nama, that he knew nothing of it till the Affair was 
all over; and when the Account was made up, they 
let him into a Share of the Profits, being about 1406 
Dollars each, for fear he ſhould inform the Company, 

or give them other Diſturbance. oe 
ITuqhis Affair whether true or falſe Mr. Fobhnſon de- 

nied; but admitting it ts be true, the Committee 
ſubmit it, whether it be not ſome Mitigation of the 


Offence that he was ignorant of the Fact till it was out 


of his power to prevent it, and that he could not dif- 


cover it when done, without great Inconveniency to 


concerned. e ag” 33 | 
Mr. Blechynden ſaid further, that upon opening the In- 
dulto at Porto-Bello, Mr. Swartz received 2000 Dollars 
as 2 Reward for it +, that himſelf had one third Share, 


himſelf, and to the Company by expoſing the Officers 


of it, and that Mr. Jobnſin had alſo a third part 


but whether it was paid in Money or Account he 
could not be certain, Mr. Johnſon was examined to 
this Charge, and he utterly denys it, and fays he was 


not at Porto-Bello at the time of opening the Indulto, 


and knew not of any ſuch Reward given, that he had 

no Share or Conſideration in any Reſpect on that Ac- 

count paid him by Sari or anyone elſe. 
There was little elſe of new Charge by him made, 


but a Repetition of ſeveral Facts alledged by him un- 


5, Fae of Swart" receiving 2000 Dollars PE . the 
Irdulto is 40% confirmed by Bleycheuden's private Letter to Sir John 
Eyles, Page 224. Wi |. | 

Fe der 


of thoſe Gentlemen. 


from Darrobh as I have heard 


of the South-Sca Company. 33 


der Mr. Bumpſted*s Examination to which Johnson had 


been heard by the Committee before they had made 


their firſt Report; but Mr. HBlechyuden deſiring ſome 
Evidences in Mr. Bum ſęſtec's Pofleſſion might be pro- 
duced, he ſent to the Committee a Narrative delivered 
to him at Cartagena by Mr. Foſbua Harwood a Book- 
keeper at that Factory, employ'd and paid by them- 
ſelves, but no Servant of the Company's, dated De- 
cember 3, 1724. containing the ſeveral Matters that had 


been laid to the Charge of Denniſß, Swartz, and fam 


ſen, whether by. Mir. Darroch, * Mr. Blechynaen, or 


any other. 77 


He deliver'd alſo another Paper of Harcoood's given 
him at Panama, or Porto-Bello, dated 17 March, 
1724-5, containing ſome Misbehaviours, and which is 
concluded with an Aſſeveration that tha ſaid Paper, 
together with a Declaration deliver'd at Cartagena, 
contained. all that he knew or heard of the Tranſactions 

Mr. Bumpſted allo deliver'd a third Paper, being 
a Declaration of two free Negroes at Pajama, made 
before the Scrivener of that Place and dated 12 . 


AV 
24 5 


. 


1725. containing in Subſtance, that they faw at a Flace 


called Gi] (but they don't remember the Day nor 


Month) two Factors, Scar and Johnſan, marking 


about 200 Negrocs, that they heard they were illicit: 


* Darroch vas one of the Company's Fagors at Panama; <u/o Mr. 
Pumpited, on Hi Arrival, made chief Factor in the Room of Ar, Den- 
niſs; but the ſaid Darroch ſcan after married a Native of ite ſaid 


Country, and fled to Lima <v!th alout 19 5,000 Poliars of the Com- 


painy's Money and H fi ce, as Mir. Dennifs afarms in a private Letter 
7 Sir John Eyles; the Date of ivich ] don't remember, but his 


Moras ore theſe 
&« Believe he was (that is Darroch) privately a Roman Catholick 


«c . [ 1 7 3 £-0 d 

before he had the { wrour te 08 employed by the South-Sea Company z 
« and as to the Preſciits and Dowry he wade to the, man he mar 
habe been informed by feverat Hands ble mode her Preſonts of 
4 N ; 2 5 e ex N 7 ©7 ls of 

of HOL 15 „000 1 DI, ee Avid u VE, c 1 ied OM} 
«. her in Dewwry 60,000. Dollars mor, en Hat alen he nnr be 
declared / 1175 0% worth 120,000 Piece, of Liabt, befides the abewe 
& Sums ; that æð n be came to Panama was wot 2voarth roo]. 

8 3 5 ; 
N. B. The late Directors never received any f this Money 


— - 
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d; neither did che) lug Q! darban 
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Introductions, but knew not the Truth; that they 
knew not who bought them, or where they were car-. 


ry'd, they being only Paſſengers paſſing that Way. 
To this Mr. Fobnſou was particularly examined, who 


| fays the Whole is a baſe Falſity; that he never was 


with Mr. Swartz there; that the Place is a High- 
Road, where 500 Mules pats in'a Day, and theretore 
the moſt unlikely for ſuch a Tranſaction. | 
Mr. Hutchinſon, another Book-keeper employ'd by 
that Factory was allo examined to this Fact, who 
ſays he never heard of any ſuch Thing; that if it 
were true *tis impoſſible but he muſt have heard of it, 
and confirms 1t's being a publick High-Road, as well 


as that *tis out of the Way for ſuch Introductions *, 


and therefore impoſſible to be true; and that *tis im- 


poſſible it could be a Secret, for that Tranſactions of 


that Kind are immediately known. 
Mr. Hutchin/on being further asked if he had heard 
of any Offers or indirect Attempts to procure Evidence 


againſt Swartz and Fohinſon, ſaid he had heard fo from 


them; upon which they were called in, and they 


both declar'd they had Reaſon to think ſo, and Sari 
produc'd a Letter to him dated in Panama the 3d of 


December, 1724. from the Provider of that Place, 
acquainting him with the bale Attempts of Darroch 
and Blechynden to procure Witneſſes againſt him, and 


Mr. Foliiſon produced a Letter from Harwood to him, 


dated the 2oth of May,.1727. wherein he acquaints 
him that Darioch and Blectyuden had uſed the vileſt 
Methods for that Purpoſe. | 8 

Mr. Bl.c'y den ſays he ſhall ſoon have the Evi- 
dence of the Captain that fold the Negroes, to prove 
the Fact of the Negroes bought on the Coaſt : but as 


much as the ſaid Captain cannot prove. the Fact of 


Fobnſor's ſharing in the After-Profit, and as this 


Nr. Hutchinſon being about le be choſen the Company's Book-keeper 
at th: Panama aid Porto-Bello Factom, and to go with fohnſon, lay 
under great Reſtrictions, and could not jo fi cely declare the Truth as 
otberaviſe be might have done. — But 1 have heard ſince that he 
has tuned it Matter of Fact, h 


preſent 
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preſent Report has immediate Relation to his Conduct 
only, the Committee think it necdleſs to wait the | | M 
Arrival of the ſaid Evidence, and ſubmit it as they have 1 
done before; Whether even ſuppoſing the Fact to be | 
true? Whether it does not admit of any Apology or 
Excuſe, or at leaſt, whether it is ſo unpardonable a 
| Crime as that he ſhould be accounted uncapable of the 
$ Company's Service, if he in the preſent Juncture of 
Affairs may be of good uſe Abroad k. a, 

Upon the whole, the Committee cannot but obſerve 
upon the Evidence before them, that the Declaration 
of the two free Negroes is very looſe ; if any Cre- 
dit was to to be given to it, that as it is not on Oath F, 
the Credit of Mr. Hutchinſon, who 1s dilintereſted 
in this Matter, muſt be accounted ſuperior, who de- 
'y | / clares it is impoſſible to be true that Negroes cannot 

| be introduced and marked clandeſtinely in or near Gat. 
abal without publick Knowledge of it. 

That the Declaration of Harwood's carries but little 
Credit with it, unleſs it were ſupported with other 
4 evident Proof ; not becauſe he has twice changed his 
Religion to that of the Roman Calbolict, having firſt 
done it at Cuba for a By-Purpoſe, afterwards for his 
Intereft appear'd as a Proteſtant in the Factory at Por- 
t9-Bello and Panama, and ſince become Roman Call o- 
{ lick again, and fled to Lima after Darroch; but becauſe 

he has a general bad Character as a Man that will fay 

or do any Thing for his Intereſt, and this is confirmed 
to the Committee by Mr. Hutci infor, and the Committee 
have the Evidence of his Character out of his own 
Mouth by the Narrative in 2724 againſt Dennis, 
Swartz and Fohnjon, and the Letter to Fohn/on, 
1727. wherein heſays, baſe Methods have been taken 


* m 2 = % 
el LN ISIS NS a Ma Ay 
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* The good Uſe Mr. Johnſon was to be of Abroad might be intended 
for the [atereſt of ſome of the Directors; for how could a Perſon ⁊ubs 
has been guilty ef ſuch notorious Fraud be ferwiceabl» ta the Company ? . 

Sir john Eyles mufi be nrifalen (ibis Minute as has been jaid before 1 
being drawn up with his own Hand-aoritius) being almoſt pal ti de that * 
Harwood /a;s in his Narrative, brousht home by Mr. Bum pſte l, tha t | 
this Fact 2 Swartz and johuſou marking Negroes of Guinbal e 
Oui before Don Joſeph de Noriega th Serivener ut Panama 

F 2 : 
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to ruin his Character: If any Credit is to be given to 


the firſt Narrative, as much is due to the ſubſequent 
to Johnſou, and perhaps more, as it is confirmed in 


tome Degree by the Letter of the Providor to Swartz, 


Read in Court the 9th of Auguſt, ; 
1728. and Johnſon choſe. 


ER ATION | 

Theſe glaring Notorieties of the Company's Supra- 
Cargoes and Factors, which call for the greateſt Puniſh- 
ment, have not ſo much as been cenſured by the 
Directors ; on the contrary thoſe Supra-Cargoes and 
Factors who have been guilty of the moſt flagrant 
Crimes have been encquraged and ſent Abroad in the 
Service again; which, in my mean Opinion, is a plain 
Indication that the Directors have had other Views 
chan the Intereſt of the Proprietors, and no doubt 


but ſuch Tranſactions induced his Catholic Majeſty's | 
Miniſters at Madrid, to draw up the following (I may 


ſay juſt) Heads of Complaint which they intended to 

exhibit againſt the Company at the Congreſs of Soiſ- 

ſons. E 

Copy of divers Heads of Complaints which his Ca- 

 thelick Majeſlys Miniſters intended to exhibit 
agalnſt the Company at the Congreſs, deliver d is 
the Sup-Governor by the Duke of Newcaltle in 
July 1728 ; and the Company's Anfiver there 
to ſent back to the Secretary's Office the Auguſt 
following, <ith a Memorial accompanying it. 


Mig HE IM 


«© The Company have not given the King of 
% S12in an Account of their Profits as they ought 
to have done at the end of the firſt five Years, and 
* every five Years following in Breach of the 29th 
Article of the AMieinio.“ | 


ANSWER, 


. 
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80 ANS E R. 
The Company know not how to think the King of 
Spain ſerious,” when he complains that his Accounts 
of Profits have not been made up, 1t being very eaſy 
for him to conceive that the Interruption of their Com- 
merce, the Difficulties and Embarraſſments in the 
Exerciſe of it, and the two Seizures of their Ships, Veſ- 
ſels, and Effects have been far from profitable * to 
the Copartnerſhip. 

SECOND HEAD. 

« That the Company's Annual Permiſſion-Ships 
carry to the Spaniſh Weſt-Indies Effects belonging 
<< to others, beſides the Cargo ſent on the Company's 
c Account.” | 1 

N EM | I's 

If there be any thing in Fact in this Complaint, it 

is wholly unknown to the Company , who as far as 


* 
oi 


. 
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— —ů „ — AMA. 
e 3 — 


— — — 
ene 


He Sub-Governor here is very merry with his Catholick Ma- 
jeſty ( theſe Heads of Complaint being anſtvered by himfelf) for de- 
manding his Share of Profits, and declares the Copartnerſhip has been 
far from profitable ; but that Gentleman in his laboured and guarded 
Speech to the General Court the 14th of January, 1732. printed in the 
Daily Journal the next Day, declared that the Company was not in 
disburſe 1 8. on Account of Trade to Chriſtmas /aft. And if the Com- 
pany have lahoured under Difficulties and Embaraſſments in the E-xer- | 
ciſe of their Commerce, it may be owing to the fraudulent Tranja&ions 
of their Factors Abroad, and the illicit Trade carried on in their annual 
Ships, evhich could never have been donc to fo great a Degree without 
the Knowledge of fome of the Directors. 
De Sub- Governor muſt be wery forgetful when he declares the 
Company never heard of Contraband-Goods being carried to the Welt- 
Indies in their annual Slips, that Gentleman being of a Committee 
_ wwhen Ir. Bumpſfted was examined touching his taking on board the 
Royal George at St. Chriſtophers 150 Tons of Goods which the ſaid F 
Ar. Bumpſted did not deny; but «when he was asked avho thoſe Goods 9 
- belonged to, he made for Arfever, That it <vas a very ſevere Qusſt ion, ; 
and that the Jranſactions of Mefieurs Lock, Shippen, Bowles and ; 
Patten S#pra-Cargoes of the Prince Frederick ( who took on board the \ | 
ſaid Ship in Prince Rupert's-Bay in the Hand of St. Dominica, about . 
4.00 Tons of illicit Geeds from on board a Veſſel called the Spotwood) 
Should never come to his Ears is wery wonderful; and yet to this 
Charge of the Kino of Spain's, the Sub-Gevernor affirms if there be any 
Fact in it, it is wholly unknown to the Company.” | 
| | | | human 
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humanThoughts can ſerve, take every Meaſure to pre- 
vent it,ofwhich the utmoſt Cautions given from time to 
time to their ſeveral Officers are ſufficient Evidence. 
Beſides the Company upon every Loading of an annual 
Ship, make Reference and have Reports made them 
from time to time by ſworn Officers, of the Quantity 
of Tonage taken up by the Goods loaded, and what 
is wanting to fill up, that they may aſſuredly ſupply 
Goods for the whole Tonage ; and whenever it has 
happened that there is more Stowage than the Cargo 
15 will fill the Company, have always purchaſed 
rther Cargo * fully to compleat the whole Tonage. 
When they have Reaſon to ſuſpect ſuch Practices, 
ey are and will always be ready to proſecute the 
Offenders with the utmoſt Severity, as far as ſufficient 
Proof will juſtity. 1 
It is impoſſible in the nature of Things wholly to 
prevent every ſecret Contrivance of that Kind, but the 
Company poſitively aver nothing has ever been done 


with their Knowledge, further than a uſual ſmall Pri- 
viledge not more than eighty Tons, Part of the 650 
prudentially given to thoſe Captains and Officers as 
an Encouragement to their Vigilance and. Care of the 
Ships Cargo, which is too trifling to be the ſuppoſed 
Cauſe of Complaint ; if any thing more material has 
been done the Companr are forry for it, and would 
with the Offenders puniſhed : But as this 1s a Crime 
11 unknown to the Company, fo it is by the 22d Article 
1 of the Mienio Treaty no ways chargabie to their 
Account, | : 


| | | * What the Sub-Governy aſſerts here, I hawe been infirmed of ta 
| | the contrary, by one Mr. Thomas Gibſon evho Eves near the Bridge, 
and hath been a Waiter on board all the Company's Ships but the laſt 
| that went out, that he never too any Oath to give an Account of the 
W Quantity of Stewage taken up by the Goods loaded; on the contrary he has 
2: been forced to wink at clandeſtine Goods being taken on board, ſome of 
the Directors being often there, ſaid Mr. Gibſon (told me) he hath ſome- 
| times complained to Captain Stratton the Company's Husband to their 
annual Ships on ſuch Occaſions, cubo hath told him he could not awvo:d it : 
Mr. Gibſon ah tld me that he had a Sum of Money once given im 
Ox board one of the Company's annual Ships for ſome Service ; He further 

' Fold me he could ta; Den the privuale Trade, if called upon fo to do. 
11 
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It was foreſeen at the Time of making the Treaty, 
that however honourable the Aſſientiſts themſelves 
ſhould trade, the Captains dr other Officers of their Ships 
might probably endeavour to introduce unlawtul Trade, 
and therefore the ſaid 22d Article provides that the 
Officers and Perſons concerned in the Contraband- 
Trade ſhall be liable to Puniſhment, and the Goods to 
Seizure, but the Company are not to ſuffer, nor is 
the ſame to be accounted any Infraction of the Treaty 
on the Part of the Company; and accordingly this 
Senſe of the ſaid Article has taken Place in ſome few 
Inftances of like Offence in the Company's Negro 
Ships. The Goods have been ſeized in the Indies, 
and the Concerned turn'd out of ther Employments 
and remain fo to this Day *, a Puniſhment the Com- 
pany are glad to ſee take Place, becauſe they account 
ſuch Practices an Injury to themſelves as well as His 
Catholick Majeſty ; but as they have never heard of 
any Seizure made of Goods not belonging to the 
Company in their Permiſſion Ships , in which Con- 
traband Goods are as liable to Seizure as in Negro 
Ships, nor any Suggeſtions were made by the Court 
of Spain of this Practice till now ; the Company have 
Reaſon to hope and believe that Informations of this 
kind have been groundleſs, and that there can be no 
material Truth in them, or if there be, the Company 
as has been ſaid are not anſwerable for it, tho* they 
would be willing to fall into any better Meaſures to 
prevent the ſame for the future. LD 


* There was indced one Captain Toſts who had ſome Geeds ſeized ix 
his Ship I think at Beaunos-Ayres, and was put in Priſen by the Spani- 
ards But the Directors never diſcharged any of their Captains fes 
fuch Practices. | 

T There is no great Probability of the Royal Officers making any Seix- 
ure of Contraband Goodsin tbe Company's annual Ships, fuch illicit Goods 
being marked with the Company's Mark, jo not to be dinſtinguiſped from 
the Company; beſides the Supra-Cargoes and Captains bribe the Royal 


* 


Officers on ſuch Occaſſons making them prejents of ſiæ or ſeven thorſemd 


Dollars at a Time, as may be ſcen, Page 12. 
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THIRD HEAD. 
„That when any of the Permiſſion Ships are ar- 
& rived at the Port in the Spanih Meſt-Indies for 
« which ſhe is deſigned, other Veſſels under Pretence 
« of bringing Proviſions for the Crew come with 
&« Goods, with which they ſupply her as faſt as ſhe 
«© unloads; and under Pretence of fetching more 
« Proviſions, bring in a irefh Cargo, by which Con- 
&« trivance the Permiſfion- Ship delivers a much 
greater Quantity of Goods than ever ſhe brought 


« from Europe. 


LMS E R. 5 
This is alſo a Fact of which the Company are 


wholly ignorant, having never heard of any ſuch 


thing in the whole Cour ſe of their Trade“, if Goods 
have 


* This Charee of the Court of Spain ſeems to curry a great Deal of 
Truth in it, tho" I cannot contradid it but by hear-ſay; and if ſuch 
elicit Trade was ever practiſed, in all Probability it muſt hawe ben 
by the Company's Agent atę Jamaica, Mr. Pratter, «ho lately charte'rd 
the Ship Lyon, Captain Barven from that [land, with twelve Negro 
Boys and Girls for the Havana, as a Qualification for her Admittance 
into that Port to bring home ſome Effects of the Company's by Licenſe 
from the King of Spain; who on her Arrival at that Port being viſited 


by the Spaniſh Factor and Royal Officers, they found on board 300 Bar- 


rels of Flower, ſeveral Tons of Rum, Wine, &c. likewiſe great Quantities 
of dry Goods to the Amount of ſeveral hundred Pounds, which they 


- confi/ticated and lochd up in the King of Spain's Ware-houſes 3 for which 


illicit TranſaRions of Mr. Pratters, Sir Thomas Geraldino, he Spaniſh 
Director in London for the Affairs of the Aſſie nto, made @ Repreſen. 
tation to the Court of Directors ſetting forth the Fae, and inſiſting on 
Ar. Pratter's Diſcharge, which it the third Repreſentation Sir 
Thomas has zrade againſt Mr. Pratter for thelike Practices; there- 
fore it is not at all improbable that Mr. Pratter hath been guilty 
of juch Tranſations when the Company's Annual Ships have been in 
the Wett-Indies, <vbich hath furniſhed the Court of Spain with this 
Charge againſt the Company ; Befides the Captains of the Company's - 
Store- Ships for Buenos-Ay res commit the hke Frauds,auho under Pretence 
of carrying Stores to the Factory crowded their Ships with illicit Goods; 
but ſometimes are detected by the Royal Officers, as was lately the St. 
Michael, Captain Burnham ar had a Parcel of Goods ſeized in his 
Ship's Boat,and te} he ſhould come to further Damage he run away with 


his Ship iu the Night ; alſo Capt. Williams Commander of another of 
| | a | tr 
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have at any time been ſo imported, there muſt hav® 
been. a moſt notorious Negligence or Connivance in 
the Spaniſh Officers there, tor whom the Company are 
not anſwerable, not having the Nomination ot them; 
but as the Spaniſb Officers at all Times have been ex- 
ceeding ſtrict in the Execution of all ſevere Orders 
relating to the Company, they have much Reaſon to 
think, as nice and exact Care has been taken to prevent 
ſuch contraband Practice, and therefore as no Sz1zures 
of this Kind the Company knows of have been made, 
tis not unlikely that this Information is groundleſs; 
but be it as it will, the Company are not anſwerable 
for Abuſes in the Power of the Sparards only to pre- 
vent; tho? if there be Proof, the Company will re- 
Joyce that the Offenders be puniſned, and will as readi- 
ly fall into any new Meaſures that ſhall be deviſed to 
prevent ſuch Practices in any one of their Store or 


Proviſion Ships, the Injury to the Company being e- 


qual in all. N | 
FouRTH HEAD. 


That the Company's Ships, as well Permiſſion 
Ships as others, bring to Europe Money and other 
Effects to a conſiderable Value belonging to private 
*6 Perſons, Spaniards, and of other Nations; beſides 
the Produce of the Sail of Negroes, and the Cargoes 
of the Permiſſion Ships belonging to the Company, 
and bring home Spaniards as Paſſengers in Breach 
* of the 17th Article of the Aiento. 


IMS EX. 
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As to this Suggeſtion that Money and Goods not 
belonging to the Company has been brought to Eu- 


Claud in the Company's Ships; the Company can 


the Company's Ships then there, did the like ; li erviſg the Mermaid, 


Captain Buttler, and the Princeſs Amelia, Captain Fiſter, were dedi- 
cated about three Years aco by the Spaniſh Director, Sir Thomas 
Geraldius, for carrying 40,000 H of Goods to the afore-mentioned 
Port of. Buenos-Ayres, and js it reaſinulle to ſuppoſe that ſach Tranſ< 
actions could be carried on without the Conſent of the DireXrs ? 


; G. {carce 
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ſcarce believe it to any conſiderable Degree * if it has 
been done at all. a 8 
a + 

Tho Sir]. Eyles here affirms that the Company can ſcarce believe that 
Honey and E edis hawe been brought to Eng land in the Company's Ships 
not belonging to the Company, I can ſcarce believe but that SirJohn himſclf 
hath often felt the Sweets of it : be that as it avill, it is notorious that 
tbe Royal Caroline ac came home about Chriltmas loft from La- 
Vera-Cruz, awho/e Cargo was bought by the late Directors) brought to 
England almoſt as much Silver for private Trade as fhe did for the 
Company,an d this will aptear by the Affidavits of Alexauder Menzies, 
—- Hobbs, aud Simon Beufeild, three of her Crexww, taken before a 
Mailer in Chancery, and laid before the Court of Directors by Sir Thomas 
Geraldino, afere-mentioned, the 3 I ſt of May laſt : The Subſtance of 
« That the Royal Caroline brought 


om Vera-Cruz clande/tinely, great Quantities of Silver, towed in the 


„ Casks aubich held the Ships Proviſions, and when they were out at Sea 
« every fair Day that offered, the Hatches were opened, and the Silver 
«© taken out of the Proviſion-Casks, and put into Cheſls made by the 


« Carpenter and his Crew for that Purpoſe, who were employed about 


« that Work moſt of the Voyage home; they alſo make Oath that the 
«© Ships Provifeons were damaged to that Degree by the Stowwage of the 
Ser, and in opening the Cass to take it out, that they were ſcarce 
« eatable, large Quantities being flung over board in their Paſſage 
home. They alſo make Oath that there werg 4 Cheſts of Silver from 
«* the Royal Caroline put on board an India Man in the Downs, and 
that from that Place ſhe was fellowed by two Deal Hookers inta 
'« Marget-Road, iu xvhich Place flæty or more Cheſts of Silver from 
5 the Royal Caroline vere put into the ſaid Hookers in the Night- 
time; and alſo that jeveral Caggs of Silver were put into a Wherry ; 
« but it blowing hard, the Captain not thinking it not ſafe to ſend it 
« afhore, ordered it to be taken on board again.” ET, 

The Atfidavits of Menzies, Hobbs, and Benfeild, are confirmed in 
fame Degree by Mr. Sawle, the Company's Waterman; he declaring in 
my Preſence, and before jeveral others, that the Royal Caroline brought 
to England almoſt as much Silver jor private Perſous as ſhe did for the 
Company. | ” 

Thee illicit Tranſactions of the Captain and Supra-Cargoes were /u/- 
peed by Sir Thomas Geraldino, the Spaniſh Director, who told me 
in February la, that on the 20th of December before, he propoſed to 
rhe Court of Directors that proper Perſons of Integrity might be ſent 
down to the Ports of Plymouth and Portimouth to feal down the Hatches 
of the Royal Caroline, ix order to pr event any clandeſtine Effects being 
brought aſhore, declaring his Intention wwas only to fecure the 0 
due to his Catholick Majeſty, aud not any ways to enquire to Whom 
they belonged, or to wham conſigned ; but the preſent Sub-Governor, Str 
Richard Hopkins, ld Sir 'I homas that there were nis eclors enough 
then in Court to do any thing in the M fair. | 


On 
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Sir William Eon, the Spaniſh Director here, who had 
his Catholick Majeſty's Authority for the Commence- 
ment of the Trade to take Care of his Intereſts, and 
to ſee that no Abuſe be paſs'd to his Prejudice, ever did, 
when Suſpicion of ſuch Money or Goods on board any 
of the Company's Ships viſit them in Perſon ; but the 
Company know not that ever any were ſeized by him, 
kv and beſides the Company's Ships undergo a ſtrict Viſi- 
tation and Search before their Departure for the Indies, 
and very ſevere Bandos or Proclamations have been tre- 


quently publiſhed to prevent and diſcourage the At- 


* 
— — 
— 4 1 _ 
; « 3x 


— 


＋——— —— à— — - 
. 7 Oy OY 


: — — 
— * WIL 
” or 36. a Vo — 


— 


o 

2 = . — 

5 3 
2 - £43 th. 


On the 26th of December Sir Thomas had Notice of the Ship Royal 
Caroline being arrived at Dover, upon which heurged it to Sir Richard ] | 
again, being a third Time : But Sir Richard awaved it, alledging he had | 
no Power to do any thing of himſelf; upon which Sir Thomas made a Re- | 
preſentation to the Court of Directors, upbraiding them with this Neglect; ; 
telling them, that they abandoned the Intereſt of their Proprietors : 14 
abhich Words ſat fo grating on their Stomachs, that they too particular | | 
Notice of them in their Reply to Sir Thomas on that Affair. 14 
M hether Sir William Eon did ever wiſit any of the Company's Ships ä 
in Perſon on the River Thames. I can't /ay ; but if he had, he was ſure 
of finding no illicit Goods or Silver aboard: Such Goods or Silver being 
put aſhore before the Ship's Arrival at Graves-End. Andif Sir Thomas 
Geraldino, the preſent Director, had wiſited the Royal Caroline auben 
ſhe came from La-Vera-Cruz, about Chriſtmas /aft, his Viſit would 
hawe been fruitleſs, the illicit Silver ſhe brought bring taken out of her in 
the Downs, and Marget-Road, as I have before mentioned; Befides, 
Sir William Eon was a Gentleman fa little experienced in the Fngliſh 
Tongue, that when he ſat in a Court of Directors, was not capable of 
underſtanding avhat they were about, and the Directors on any Emer- 
gency could make him a Preſent of three or four hundred Guineas at a time 4 
as they have done. But Sir T. Geraldino, the preſent Director's Succeſg 
for ewill not be bribed on any Account wwhatſzver, by what he declared to | 
me in February /aft ; his Words were to this Effet, viz. — That 
« ſometimes after his Arrival in England, a Fontman came one Morn- 
«« ing to his Houſe, and brought with him a Porter laden with a wery 
heavy Box and a Letter; which Letter being carried to Sir 'Thomas, 
«© after Perujal he came to the Door, and ordered the Footman to carry 
«the Box from whence he had it, for that he would not accept of it : Sir 
«© Thomas old me further, that he would not be corrupted to betray the 
«© Intereſt of his Maſter for 20,000l . ; nay, no? for any Confideration 
«« whatſoever, ” By this it maybe ſuſpected that ſome of the late 
Directors have been tampering with Sir Thomas o connive at their 
#licit Trade, and that they might play the ſame Game over again as 
they have done for ſeveral Years paſt. | 
G 2 tempt 
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tempt * ; ſo that it is not very probable any Quanti- 
ty of Goods or Money as complained of have been 
brought in the Company's Ships to England: It is 
well known that ſome Quantities of Goods and Money 
not regiſterd are on every Return of the Flota-Gal- 
Jeons, on Regiſter Ships brought to Cediz in Fraud 
of his Cathelick Majeſty, there being always ſome 
Men bold and enterprizing,whom no Hazard nor any 
Law, which his Cathbelick Majeſty hath yet made, or 
perhaps will ever make, can territy from Attempts of 
this kind, whence if Facts alledged are true, it may 
with all Probability be concluded, that if the Goods 
or Money ſuppoſed had not been ſhined on the Com- 
pany's Ship, they would have clandeſtinely been put 
aboard the Galleons, Flota, or Regiſter Ships, and his 
Catholice Majeſty equally injured of his Duties; but 
the Company take the Liberty to difpute and queſtion 
the Fact, no Certainty of any ſuch Practice having 
been made out to them, 

If his Catholick Majeſty has any Proof againſt any 
of the Company's Of cers for ihis Offence they mall 
be puniſhed to his Majeſty's Satisfaction, which is all 
the Company can do againſt this Head of Complaint. 

The Company take Occaſion in their Reply to 
this Article 5 take Notice of a Memorial from Sir 
William Eon, the Spaniſh Director, dated 8-19 September 
1726 then del:vered to them, complaining of ſome 

unjuſtifiable Proceedings of their Captains at Buenos. 
Avres notify'd to him by the Governor Don Bruno de 
Javala. 

The firſt is that Captain Ning would not ſuffer a 

ſecond Viſit, which the ſaid Governor inſiſted on, 


+ Tbo' ſevere Rondes have been publiſhed to diſcourage ſuch Attempt®s 
it has been the common Practice of the Buenos-1\yres Ships to run away 
from thatPort without being ified by the Royal Officers; as did Capt. 
Burnham, and Capt. Williams, before-mentioned. Likewiſe Cap. Golds- 
borough tha? +r LEAP the Factors from — about 3 Years ago) 
ren awvay with his Ship and would not ſuffer a Viſit; uton w:9ich they 
fred at him fi cm the Caſtle, and made a Hole in fas Part of his Ship: 
Hewever he got clear ef ard cant fa %% to England, 


upon 
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upon Information of ſome illicit Goods on board, and 
to avoid which he run over with his Ship to the Poriu- 


gueſe, Colony; this is a Fact undoubtedly true, and 


the Company are at this Day at Variance with him * 
for the Damage they ſuſtained by his withdrawing 
from Buenos-Azres, He, the Captain, on the other 
Hand inſiſts that he had no illicit Goods aboard, 
and that it was not in any Apprehenſion of that Rind 
that he refuſed the ſecond Viſit; that he offer'd to 
ſubmit to it if the Governour would have done it in a 

acifick Manner; but as he came with an armed 
\ rg he expected ſome hoſtile Deſign, refuſed it, 
inſiſting that it was contrary to the Conditions of the 
Treaty under the 22d Article thereof, and as the 
Company are ſtill in Diſpute with the Captain, 
they hope for ſome further Proof of Facts that 
may enable them with evident Juſtice to obtain com- 
pleat Satisſaction from him, and to. diſcharge him 
their Service ; for they are by no Means inclined to 
protect Captains under any Misbehaviours whatſoever. 


FI FTI FLEAD. 
6 The over Meaſure of the Prince Frederick which 
« ſhouldhave been of 500 Tons, and they ſay almoit 
double in Breach of the 43 Article . 
SIXTEH HEAD. 


« That the Permiſſion Ship when ſhe lay at Portc- 
& Bello, when Admiral Hoſier came before that Place, 


at was the Variance I newer heard, the Compony newer com. 


minced any Low-Swit againſi Captain King; neiticr did they male 


any Order of Court to gender bim incapable of the Company's Serwice for 
the future: But on the 6th of March, 1729, the Court ordered him 
by Warrant 590 l. in full for 22 Negroes, purchaſed <vith the private 
Adventure allowed him, and delivered the Company's Factors at Buc- 
nos-Ayres. | ey FL 

+ Thawe heard Mr. Thomas Gibſon, before ſpoke of, and awho an 
2 Waiter on beard her, that foe was above goo Tins : IC foe had been 
but of the Burthca ſtipulated Ly the Treaty ſte cculd not hade received 
40 Tens of Gooas on beard in ber Poſgage to the Weſi-Indies. 


4 ſold 
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& ſold her Cargo, and even failed from thence on her 

& Voyage home, before the Time appointed for 

holding the Fair at that Place, which hinder'd the 

holding the Fair. 

N. B. Theſe twolaſi Heads of Complaint are anſwered 
with the ſame Veracity as the former, ſo I omit 


them leſt theſe Sheets fewell to too large a Bulk. 


Copy of the Company's Memorial in Anfwer to the 

foregoing Complaints of the Spaniards, delivered 

by the Secretary to the Duke of Newcaltle ; 

with an Account of what remains due from the 

King of Spain to the South-Sea-Company, for 
a Eijects ſeized at the ſeveral Factories, &c. in the 
Spaniſh Weſt-Indies, upon the Rupture, Anno 
1719, in Which are included ſome other Sums aue 
from his Catholick Majeſty, af the Time of that 
Seigure, or which were occaſioned thereby, amount- 


ing tc 2480958 Pieces of Eight x. 


My Lord, | 

= dg OUR Grace having lately delivered to the 
5 Sub- Governout an Account of ſome Heads 
* of Complaints which you was informed his Catho- 
lick Majeſty's M iniſters intended to exhibit againſt 
the South-Sea-Company at the Congreis, we take 

/ ee the Liberty to tranſmit you their Anſwer thereto. 
It is a pleating Incident that in doing this they 
have the Opportunity of convincing your Grace 
<< that the Company have not done any Thing them- 
© ſe.ves to delerve the hard Meaſures under which 

they formerly did, and do now Labour under. 


cc 


cc 


* 


* 7 have been told by a Perſon who hath had the Inſpection of Mr. 

De Gols Cafo-Book ſeveral Years, that none of this Debt is yet paid 

to the Company; but that they hawe paid to the King of Spain /ince 

above one hundred thouſand Pounds in Appointments, I am not poſitive 

_ wvperber this Account of the 2480958 Pieces of Eight was delivered 
<#tw bis Memorial in February 1727. | 

| „The 
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© The Anſwer as to what immediately relates to 


their Tranſactions being full, and evidently ſhew- 
ing how ſtrictly E have always kept to tlie 


Limitations of the Aſienlo Treaty, and ſubſe- 
quent Convention: As to what relates to the 


Practices of Officers they ſay they knew nothing of 


them ; that moſt of the Facts alledged are impro- 
bable, and that whatever Truth there be in them 
the Company by the Article of the Treaty 18 
exempt from any Damage on their Account, and 
are no ways anſwerable tor the ſame ; an Article 
ſo neceflary, that without a ſtrict Obſervance of it 
on the Part of Spain, it would be Madneſs for the 
Company, or any Aſientiſts on Earth, to trade 
with them; we little doubt when your Grace ſha ! 
have peruſed theſe Papers, you will think the Com- 
pany more intitled to his Majeſty's Favour and 
Protection, and that Inſtructions will be given 10 
his Miniſters at the Congreſs to enter upon (le 
Defence of the Company againſt theſe unreaſonable 
Complaints, and to inſiſt upon ſom̃e ſolid and better 
Aſſurance of enjoying the Priviledges of the Com- 
merce granted to Great-Britaiu in The laid Treaty 
and ſubſequent Convention, that the Company may 


again enter upon the ſame wich reaſonable Hopes | 


of Succeſs. 

What Intention Spain may have for raiſing theſe 
Complaints now 1s uncertain, if it ſhould be to ſhew 
ſome Foundation how groundleſs loever for ſeizing 
the Company's Effects, there is not a Word in ch 
Treaty, nor in common Reaſon, can juſtity their 
o doing; if it be to offer at ſome better Security 
againſt che Misbehaviour of Officers for the future, 
at the ſame Time that we defire Explanations and 
Admiſſions in Favour of the Company, we are 
ready to joyn with them in any Meaturcs that may 
be thought of to remedy theſs ſuppok ed Evils- 


We are, &c. John Eyles, Sub-Governor, 
John Rudge, Deputy-Governor. 
OBSE R- 
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OBSERVATION. . 
By this Conduct of the Directors in ſcreening ach 


notorious Frauds committed by their Supra-Cargoes . 
and Factors, there is great Room to ful] pect that c 
themſelves have been concerned in ſuch Practices 
along with them, and no doubt but that on a publick 
Enquiry it would be very conſpicuous. If the Steward 
of any noble Lord, who hath Servants under him, and 
will ſcreen thoſe Servants from Frauds committed 
by them in Prejudice of his Maſter, and ſhall ſtill en- 
tertain and employ them 1n the Service of his Lord : 
I fay, if ſuch Steward acts thus, is there not all the 
Reaſon imaginable to believe him as culpable and inj- 
quitous as thoſe very Servants ? 

Such is the Caſe of the late Directors; for whatever 
they may think of themſelves, they have been only 
Stewards, I may fay Servants to the Proprietors ; and 
there is all the room in the World to believe that ſome 
of them have very much inrich'd themſelves with the 
Spoils of their Maſters. 

Having indubitably proved the male Conduct of 
the late Directors with reſpect to foreign Affairs, I 

roceed to exhibit their irregular and unjuſtifiable 
Tranſactions at home, and fhall begin with laying 
open ſome Minutes of a ſecreet Committee, appre- 
hending ſuch Committees unwarrantable, and I be- 
lieve unprecedented, in any other Company in England. 


At a Court of Directors, 18 April, 1729. 


The Court W that! in the preſent Criſis of 
Affairs, and under the general Situation they are in, 
the Appointment of a ſecret Committee with proper 
Powers may be very neceſſary and uſeful for the Com- 


pany 'S Service. 


Reſolved, 
That a ſecret Committee be appointed to conſiſt of 


fix Perſons, | 
Reſolved 
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- 


nas Reſebacd, 


That the Sub-Governor,- the Deputy-Governor, 
Sir Richard Hopkins,Dr. Wood, Mr. Roberts, and Capt. 
Jones, be the ſaid Committee, and they agreeing from 


time to time in any Matters that they think proper to 


be put in Execution have Power to act there in making 
the earlieſt Report afterwards to the Court, that may 
be conſiſtent with the ſecret Truſt repoſed in them, and 
that this Reſolution receive the Confirmation of the 
two e Courts. 


At a Court Directors, £5 April 1729, 


Ordered, | 
Thar it be left to the Sub and Deputy-Governors 
Sir Richard Hopkins, Dr. Wood, Mr. Roberts, and 
Capt. Jones, to give ſuch private Inſtructions to the 


did Factory * as they ſee proper in the Circumſtance 
the Company's Affairs ſtand, 


At a Court of Directors, 2 1 1729. 


The Gentlemen nominated to be of the Secret Com- 
mittee intended by the Reſolution of the Court of the 
18th of April, having drawn up in Writing the Heads 
of ſundry Matters, which they conceive to be of great 
Importance, and to be the Intention of the Court in 
appointing the ſaid Committee; which Heads con- 
taining five Articles were conſidered of the laſt Court 


and this, and the ſame being fully debated, 


The Court again confirmed their Refalution of the 


| 18th of April. 


| Reſolved, 


That the ſaid five Articles do contain the full Senſe 
and Reſolution of the Court, and that the ſaid Matters 


be committed to the Care of the _ Committee, and 


* The Panama and Porto- Bello Far, 1 
| H that 
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that the Secretary do atteſt the Approbation of the 
Court to the ſame, 5 1 8 | 


The Purport of the foregoing five Articles debated 
in Court, I never could diſcover ; but that Committee 
made no great Progreſs in what they intended, the 
Direction expiring juſt as that Committee was in its 
Embrio ; however the two Governours the Beginning 
of the next Direction, procured an extraordinary and 
unprecedented Power from the Court of Directors 
to command the Company's Caſh as they thought 
proper, as may be ſcen by part of the following 
Minute of the Committee of Correſpondence | ; but 
what Uſe they made of it will beſt appear by Mr, 
De GoPs Caſh-Book. | | : 


NMeaneſday, the 27th of May 1730. 


- 


— or from the Junta appointed out of the 
Council of the Indies for the hearing and determining 
their Cauſes ; or that the Stop ſo conceived to have 
been ſo juſtly put of late to the Payment of their Salaries 
has been, or is likely to be attended with any good 
Effect z on the contrary, that they have been thereby 
render*d more disfavourable to the Company's Affairs, 
and that ſuch Suſpenſion of their Salaries may too 
probably retard or impede the obtaining, not only 
the Relief ſought againſt the Preſident of Panama, and 
the Governour of St. Martha, but the two more im- 

ortant Points; likewiſe which ſo nearly concern their 
annual Ship, viz. thoſe of Refidence at Panama, 
and Internation of their Goods,all which Matters being 
of the utmoſt Conſequence to the Company's Service, 
and requiring Secreſy and Diſpatch, as whereupon may 
depend in a great Meaſure the Succeſs of the Prince 


e Court of Direfors allred Sallarics 10 the Members of the 
King of Spain's Council of the Indies. 


a» 


William's 


P 


< 
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William's Voyage *, the Committee are of Opinion 
that the ſame be referr*d to the Sub and Deputy-Gover- 
nours, and that they be deſired to take all ſuch like 
Matters into their immediate Thought, and to enter 
upon ſuch Correſpondence, , and take ſuch Meaſures 
as they think proper and neceſſary towards the End 
propoſed, and obtaining a more juſt Regard for the 
future on the part of Spain, to the Intereſt of the Com- 
pany in the Affairs of the Aſiento Commerce, and to 
order and make ſuch Disburſements as the Services 
propoſed may require, and that the Caſhier of the 
Company be authorized to pay the Drafts of the Sub 


and Deputy- Governors t from time time for the Pur- 


. * Purſuant to this Minute the Gevernours ſeems to have carry'd'on a 
ſecret Correſpondence ; as may he ſernby the following Extras of Letters. 
Extract of a Letter from the two Governours to John Tincker, 
Eſq; Chief of the Paxama Factory, incloſing ſome Letters of 
Blehcynden's, relating to the Effects the ſaid Bleychenden lett 
there when he came away. 
. London, 3 Octob. 1730. 
Theſe Letters ſeal, and take Copies, and deliver to the Parties, and 
receive from them the Papers and E facts within mentioned, and on 


Dolliffe and Garthwait's Arrival at Porto-Bello you are to aft in 


Concert with them in the Extcution of the Purpoſe hope for Suc- 
ce remitting the Money and Eff: to dir — Eyles, and his 
Books and Papers tothe two Governours, | 
| John Eyles, Sub-Governor, 
IIlIohn Hanbury, Deputy-Governor. 
Extract of a Letter from the Panama Factory to the two Gover- 
| nors, dated 20 Far. 1734. 
Mie obſerve your Honours new Regulation of this Factory in the Perſon 
of Mr. Tinker as alſo your Directions in correſponding with the 
two Governours on private Affairs; which Method has been obſerved 
from hence befere theſe Orders avere received, 
3 | H. johnſon. 
E. Ecklin. 
3 Hl. Hutchinſon, 
N. B. All Letters relating to this Correſpondence were kept very 
private, none being admitted to copy them but the Secretary. 
＋ 1s it not, an unprecedented Power for the tw Governors to com- 
mand the C ompany's Caſhwithout a Warrant of Court ? 
1 The Supra-Cargoes of the PrinceWilliam's Charge 21804 Dollars 


ien for ſecret Services as communicated to the tauo Governours — art 


in one Article of their Accounts they charge 25 200 Daliars and no Par- 


ticular: given. 
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poſes aforeſaid, and that they themſelves be deſired to 
lay before this Committee, or the Court of Directors, 


from time to time, as ſhall be judged moſt proper, ſuch 


Accounts of their Proceedings herein, as may be con- 
ſiſtent with the Nature, End, and Deſign of the Truſt 
intended hereby to be repoſed in them. n 


Read in Court 20 May, 1730. 
And unanimouſly agreed to, 


 'I now come to give an Account of two great Sums 
of Money which have been due to the Company 
many Years, and remain ſo to this Day: The one due 
from the Executors of Mr. William Clarke, formerly a 
Factor at La-¶cra-Crug, and the other from Captain 
Thomas Facob, ſometime Commander of his Majeſty's 
Ship of war the Diamond, which I take from two 
Papers lately printed in London by Mr. Thomas Bedell 
formerly one of the Company's Factors at La-Yera- 
Cru atoreſaid ; but why the Directors have not endea- 
voured to recover theſe Debts, it certainly behoves the 
Proprietors to enquire into. VV 

rſt, As to the large Sum of Money due from Mr, 
Hilliam Clarke. 5 ” 

Mr. Thomas Bedell ſays, in a Paper of his printed 
in London the 24th of Fanuary 1732-3. that Mr. 
I/iiliam Clarke having egregiouſly impos'd upon the 
Court of Directors, did ſhelter himſelf in the Con- 
vent of San-Domingo, making his Will there the 8th 


of December 1725. witneſſed by the Prior and two 


more of that Fraternity, bequeathing (among other 
things) five Pieces of Eight to his Brother 7o/eph 
Clarke, and one hundred and fifty Pounds per Ann. 
to his Mother Catherine Clarke for Life, appointing, 
her and his Siſter, Catherine Langford, his Execu- 


krixcs, and died in the ſaid Convent the 6th of Jauu- 


«ry following, | | 

The ſaid Bedell alſo ſays, that ſome time in the 
Year 1726, the Court of Directors, or a Committee, 
employ'd him to diſcover (if he could) William Clarke's 
e Effects 
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Effects, promiſing him in caſe of Diſcovery a good 


May 13, 1727. juſt before Mr. Clarke's Will was 
proved, Thomas Langford and Catherine his Wife de- 
clared upon Oath the Teſtator's Effects. Sabbath- 
Day the 14th, a Perſon came to Bedell, adviſing him 
to go tothe Teſtator*s Relations or Executors, laying, 
he believed they would compromiſe Matters with him, 
but he declined it, being determined to comply with 
his Promiſe to do the beſt he could ior the Company, 
and on Monday the 15th he deliver'd the following 
Account to Sir John Eyles, at his Lordſhip's Return 
from Guild-hall, in order to have the Effects ſecured, 
who upon reading it, was pleaſed to take particular 
notice of the Item relating to Sir Foſeph. 


May 13, 1727. Thomas Langford and Catherine 
his Wife, who the fame Day proved the laſt Will 
and Teſtament of William Clarke, late of La Vera 
Cruz, deceaſed, did declare upon Oath that they are 
informed, and believe there is due to the Deceaſed, 


„ | | J. 
From Mr. John Rathborn about ä 5000 
From Mrs. Elix. Newton, Admini-) | 

ftratrix of Rob. Newton, Jeceaſed. © * 7 


Fom Sir Foſeph Eyles, about 7000 
From Catherine Clarke, upwards of 4000 
From Meſſ. Dan. and John Arthur, about 1500 


19500 


Beſides Debts due from ſeveral Perſons in the 
Spani/) Weſt-Tndies, and allo a Freehold Eſtate of 
about 60/7. per Anu, _ | | 

What Mr. Bedell fays relating to Clarke's Eſſects 
is confirmed by the following Minute. 


ft 


* 


— 
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At 4 Commi tree of Accounts and Law-Suits, 
the 6th of December, 1727. 


„ 'The Committee taking into Conſideration the Ac- 
Ut counts of Mr, Clarke deceaſed, late one of the Fac- 
tory at La Vera Cruz, referr'd by the Court the laſt 
Month, are of Opinion, that the Secretary ſhould 
write in the Name of the Court to the ſeveral Per- 
ſons following, viz. Mrs. Elizabeth Newton, Sir 
Fojeph Eyles, Meſſieurs Daniel and John Arthur, 
they having ſeveral Sums as this Committee are in- 
formed in their Hands belonging to the Eſtate of the 
faid late Mr. Clarke, and therefore deſire of them in, 
regard he appears by the Accountants to be very con- 
ſiderably indebted to the Company, that they will not 
apoE of any part of ſuch Money, but detain the 
ame. 

This Committee are of Opinion that the Secretary 
1 ſhould write to the Executors of the ſaid late Mr. 
'F Clarke to ſettle his Accounts with the Company with 

| all convenient ſpeed. | | 


Read in Court, 5th Decemb. 
1727. and agreed to, 


In Purſuance of the foregoing Minute the 7th or 
-Ath of December (but not till then, tho' Clarke's Effects 
were diſcovered ſeveral Months before) the Secretary 
wrote a Letter to the reſpective Perſons to- detain 
* what Money they had belonging to the Eſtate of Mr. 
6 Clarke in their Poſſeſſion ; which may be ſeen in the 
. Company's Home Letter-Book. : 

Mr. Bedell, who diſcovered Clarke's. Effects hath a 
Demand of 7000 Pieces of Eight on the Company (as 
he tells me) which he cannot get the Company ta 
account with him for, which perhaps might induce 
the ſaid Bedell to write that Letter to the Committee of 
Accounts which he printed in the Daily Fournal, 17 

| January 1733, where after various Conjectures he is 
| | _, 
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at a Loſs to find out in what Reſpe& he has diſobli- 
ged the eee ſeeing they will not adjuſt his 
Claim of the 7000 Pieces of Eight due to him, which 
he paid to the Factors before he left La- Vera- Cruz. 
One of his Conjectures why he thinks he has diſo- 

bliged the Company, I take from his own Words in 
the ſaid Journal, viz, 5 246 


At another Time I fear my dſcovering 2 1000. of 
« William Clatke's Effects, and having talked thereof 
« may have been ſome ſmall Occaſion of delaying the 
* ſettling my Claim of 7000 Pieces of Eight, and 
<« Intereſt thereon, I paid the Factors by Reaſon it 
appears upon .Oath of his Executors that about 
« Seven Thouſand Pound thereof was in the Hands 
« of Sir Foſeph Eyles, and ſtill remains ſo as 1 
am informed, being the Produce of fifty Bales 
e or thereabouts of Cochineal conſigned to him 
« by the faid Clark to be inveſted in South-Sea 
« Stock, the which having been demanded by 
« Clarke's Executors or ſome one on their Behalf, they 
4c have been told by Sir Fo/eph or ſome one on his 
« Behalf, that if the Executors, pretend to diſturb or 
«« difquiet Sir Jeſeph touching this Money, there 
c ſhould then be taken from the Executors even that 
« which they were already poſſeſſed of which is a 
Sum very conſiderble. Pr Te 5 

The next Day in the Daily Fournal, Sir Foſeph reply- 
ed to Mr. Bedell's Letters, in which he ſays, that on 
ſettling the Account with the Executrices of William 
Clarte, he had paid all the Money due to the 
ſaid Clarke's Eſtate with Intereſt ; but Mr. Bedell 
told me when he came again to reply to Sir Fo/eph on 
that Head the Printer retuſed to have any thing to do 
with it; telling Mr. Bedell, that Sir Jeſeph had been 
with him and threatned him; neither could Mr. Be- 
dell get it printed by any other, _ 


OBS ER. 
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OBSERVATION 


Whether Sir Fof. Eyles paid the 7000 1. with Inereſt 
to Clark's Executors, .or whether he compromiſed 
Matters with them is beſt known to himſelf; but 
no doubt Clarke's Executrices would have relinquiſhed 
the Claim of that Sum from Sir Joſeph, provided the 

Company let-them peaceably enjoy the other Effects 
found out by Bedell; Beſides, as the Secretary wrote 
in the Name of the Court to Sir Joſepb, deſiring him to 
detain the 70001. of Clarke's Money in his Hands (the 
ſaid Clark being a conſiderable Debtor,to the Compa- 
ny) he might with Safety have done it, as being aſſur- 
ed that the Company would have indemnify*d him * 
ſo doing. 

Secondly, As to the Debt due from Captain Thomas 
Jacob to the Company the particular Account of 
which I take froin part of another Paper of Mr. 
BedelPs, printed i in the Mpiteball Evening-Poft, I 3 A- 
pril 1732, and in his own Words, viz. 

November 1717, the 19th the Royal Prince Captain 
Baynham Raymond Commander, with a Cargo o 
above 250000 J. Value belonging to the South-Sea- 
Compahy, and the Sarah Galley, George Feſſon Com- 
mander, with naval Stores, arrived at La-Vera-Cruz, 
together with the Diamond Man of War, Captain 
Jacob as an Aſfento Convoy, | 

About the End of Fanuary 1717- -8, Captain 
Thomas Jacob writes a Letter in Engliſh to the Marquis 
de Valero, then Vice-Roy of Mexico, complementing 
him with the Tender of King George's Ship of War 
the Diamond ; that ſhe was at his Service, it his Ex- 
cellency had any Commands for her in theſe Parts, 
that he made theſe Offers in Obedience to the Direc- 
tions he had received from his Maſter King Ceorge, 
that he was then about returning to Jamaica, and 
ſhould be proud of his Excellency's Orders but 
witaall added that he could not commodiouſly depart 
the Port without buying freſh Proviſions for nis Men, 
having 


00 
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having not Money requeſted his Excellency would be 
ſo gracious as to direct the Royal Officers at La-Yera- 
Cruz to admit him to land about thirty Pipes of Wine 
Duty free, (which Duty runs high there) to ſell in 
Order to raiſe Money for Neceſſaries for his Sailors, 
or in Words to that Purpoſe : The Vice-Roy here- 
upon who held King George in the higheſt Eſteem 
(they have perſonaly known each other when they 
were Fellow-Soldiers together in Hungary againit 
the Turks) readily yielded to Captain Facol's Re- 


queſt. 


having obtained this ſpecial Favour, thanks his Ex- 
cellency, who then in his Turn asked of Captain 
Jacob, if he could with Conveniency deliver for the 
King of Spains uſe the Money and Stores before men- 
tioned * at San-Domingo for the Uſe of the Garriſon, 


to which with great Pleaſure Captain Facebconſen- 


„ | 

March 1718, about the End Captain Jacob ſailed 
from La-Yera-Cruz with the ſaid Money and Stores 
for San-Domingo. | | 

July 1718, on or about, the third the Vice-Roy 
having Advice that Captain Jacob had not delivered 
the Money and Stores, fent to Thomas Bedell relating 
to him this Affair, and ordered him to write to the 
Factors to know the Reaſon of this Failure in Cap- 
tain Jacob, and that they ſhould return their Anſwer 


Said Money and Stores amounted to 54187 pieces of Eight 5 haif 
Rials ; the Particulars as under appears by Mr. — Pitt's Journal 
' fo at the Accomptants Office at the South-Sea-Houle, entred De- 
cember, 1722. | 5 . | 
ED Pieces of Eight. Riak. 
In Money — 20000 
One hundred Duintals of Gunpowder — 10000 . 
Charges of Package, &c. —— . 786 — 6haf 
Seventy five Quintali of Musket-Balls -—— 600 
Baclage and Land-Carriage, &c. 350 — 7 
One hundred Duintals of Iron 29 _. 
Eighteen Quintals of Steel — 450 


5 | 34187 — 5 beg. 
re | I to 


— 
— — Ae eat 


February 1717-8, about the End Captain Jacob 


— > nos euro 
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to his Excellency, for that in two Days Bedell was to 


leave Mexico and prepare for London. | 
Auguſt 1718, about the End the Vice-Roy ſent a 
little Ship to San Domingo with Money and Stores in 
the Room of thoſe miſcarried by Capt. Jacob, about 
which Time or in July Captain Jacob was upon the 
back of Hiſpaniola upon ſome particular Affairs as I 
have been informed, and yet omitted to deliver the 
ſaid Money and Store. | 
February 1718-9, about the Beginning Captain 
Jacob received Orders at Jamaica to captivate Spaniſh 
Effects; ſo that Captain Jacob had the ſaid Money 
and Stores aboard above ten Months before he recei- 
ved any Orders to captivate Spaniſh Effects. 
About November, 1719, Captain Jacob arrived 
with the Diamond at London, but never divided the 
ſaid Money. and Stores as a Prize among his Sailors, 
as Mr. Read * hath ſuppoſed he did, . he having 
pleeded in the Bar that that could not be done, by 
Reaſon he had ſign'd Bills of Lading tor them, as I 
have been informed.” - __ : 
The ſaid Vice-Roy, the Marquis de Yalera had 
been theſe five Years and more at Madrid, and for 
ſeveral Years paſt and ſtill is the Preſident of the 
Council of the [zdies, where it is probable he has 
not forgot the Piece of Service Captain Thomas 
Jacob did do him;F the Remembrance of which may 
>offibly be one Conſideration why Eugliſb Affairs 
2 gone but badly on of late in the Spani/h-IWeft- 
Jidies; more over this Affair of Captain Jacob's hath 
zed deem*d in Spain a Breach of national Faith, as I 
have been told, and that it may probably be on the 
Carpet on the Congreſs, the Spaniards expecting in 
this Point ſome Regard may be had to their King's 


Intereſt, he being one fourth a Partner in the :{frex/o 
Contract, ard that therefore they ſhould think it 


would be a little hard “ to leave his Caibolick Ma- 


*r. Read, Accomptant to the South-Sea-Company. 
+ Pitt ava chic} Fadtor at La-Vera-Cruz and married Captain 


« jeſty 


Jacobs Daughter, and & Relation to one of the Directors. 
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<,jefty alone to recover, as well he can, this Money 
« and Stores from Captain Jacob, who ſtill keeps 


c the ſame, altho' he never did any thing to deſerve 
ce them. | 


* 


_ I call this a Debt due to the Company, became 
Mr. Bedell ſays in the aforeſaid Journal, that the 
Royal Officers at Mexico have deducted or ſtopped 
the aforeſaid 34187 Pieces of Eight 5 half Rials they 
had in their Hands in Money which-they had received 
belonging to the Effects of the Company, and that 


Mr. John Pitt had formerly ſubmitted to the faid 


Deduction ; for that he hath allowed the fame and poſt- 
ed it to tae Credit of the Royal Cheſt or Royal Offi- 
cers at Mexico in the Leidger of the Royal Compa- 
ny's Affairs, Fol. 67.* 

I come now to ſhew how laviſh and profuſe the 
late Directors have been of the Proprietors Money; 
but farſt I ſhall relate a notable Circumſtance of the 


Directors in the Year 1714, when Samuel Sheppard, 


Eſq; was one of the Directors, who if he had follow- 
el tuch an Example it would have ſaved the Proprie- 
tors a large Sum of Money ————< About the 
„ Year 1714, the Ship Bedford, Captain Robert 
© Fohnſon Commander (atterwards Sir Robert) when 
4 going with a rich Cargo of the Company's to 
Cartagena Mr. Arthur Moore, then a Director, 
<& 'tampered with the Captain to take into the ſaid 


„Ship when he ſhould be in the Downs, about 20 


« or 30 Tons of Linnen which ſhould come from 
ce Holland, and to go for Account of the faid Direc- 
« tor Moore, and one of the Da Coſtas ; bur being 
& over preſſed by Mr. Moore's Sollicitations, he 
<« acquainted ſome of the Directors, who preſently 
calling a General-Court at Merchant Taylors-Ha!l, 
ce they ſpewed Mr. Mcore out of the Direction, 


and came to a Reœſolution he ſhould never come 


. Captain Jacob hath been in England ſeveral Years and is l 
living, and the late Directors have not given him any Trouble on this 


Afair. 


= e amonglt 


— — r — —— 
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** amongtt them again. And the Court very ho- 
nonrably gave the Captain their Thanks “. 
As to the Directors ſquandring away the Proprie- 
tors Money, I remember on the 20th of June, 1723, 
bir. David Patton, formerly employ'd at La-Vera- 
Crux in the Capacity of a Surgeon to look after the 
Negroes and to duplicate Books, had a Warrant for 
1000 J. delivered him in Court by the Sub-Gover- 
nor's own Hand, and ſometime after was made a 
Supra-Cargo of the Prince Frederirt, and hath now 
got an Eſtate, keeps his Coach, and is now high Baliff 
of H eſtminſter, but what Serviccs he ever did abroad 

tor 1000 J. I never heard. * | 3 
The Directors likewiſe towards the Cloſe of every 
Direction, gave large Sums to the Chiefs of the re- 
ſipective Offices, viz. to Mr. De Gols, their . Caſhier, 
aoout 3 or 4 hundred Pounds, Mr. Read, their Ac- 
countant, about as much, the Secretary the ſame, and 
ſo to the Chiefs of other Offices in Proportion to their 
Salaries *; likewiſe they made a Preſent to Admiral 
&ewart about 3Yearsago of 500 Guineas a little after 
his Arrival home from the Spaniſh Welt-Tndies, which 
Sums perhaps with others of the like Nature make 
tae Sum of 25778 J. 7 5. which the late Inſpectors 
in their Report call Miſcellaneous Payments; but 
vhether the Directors could anſwer the giving away 
ſuch large Sums of the Proprietors Money without 
the Content ot the the General Court it behoves them 
to enquire into. „ 15 
Ang now 1 have mentioned the Report of the late 
Inſpcctors, I cannot but obſerve that it is defective 
in ſcveral Places; but thall only mention three. 


Ae. Henry, g was hie Clerk ef the Bond Office had 700 l. 
gueti et one Time for ſecret Serocies, as being their Bond. Brother: and 
fate heard a Perſm jay, and whom I can name, who was conoer- 
ant with Ir. De Golt's Cafh Bock jeweral Vears, that towards the 
Expiration of jeveral Directions, Sir John Eyles gave 3 or 4 thouſand 
Rounds io be difÞributed winsfl what Officers he thought proper : but 
recbetber it was by [errant of Cout or ngt be caunct fay. | 


Firſt, 
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Firſt, It muſt be defective becauſe they have not 
ſeen the Account of Sales of the Cargo of the Royal 
Prince, Capt. Baynham Raymond that went out- in 
the Year 1718 to La Vera Cruz, which Cargo coſt 


above 250, 00 I. 


- Secondly; Becauſe there is no mention made of the 
24187 Dollars, 5 and a half Rials-in Money and 
Ammunition'Stores,- Capt. Jacob's before-mention*d- 
went away with from La Fera-CruzintheYear 1718. 


Thirdly, Becauſe it takes no Notice of the Debt 
due from Mr. William Clarke aforeſaid, which the 
joynt Committee of Accounts and Law-Suits in their 
Minute of the 6th of December 1727, report to be 
very conſiderable; but it is well known the Com- 


mittee of Inſpection was calculated to delude the Pro- 


prietors, and ſtave off an Enquiry which at this Day 
they are guarding againſt *, which looks as if they 
were apprehenſive of being ealled upon by this Par- 
lament. 0 CI HD: Cor SIOVESETT, L1H CR 


Sir - Richard Hopkins, the preſent 
was privy to theſe Franſactions, he being of the 
Committee of Correſpondence: ſeveral Years : But 


Je late Direcgorr fubſerited three Cuineas a Piece t enquire in. 


o their Management of the Company's Afarrs, as . by the Following 
Receipt and Summons. | 6 


2 Received Tune 523925; of Lach; | Three Cuineas, 
his Proportion towards the Charges attending the Enquiry . 
„made into ti. e South-Sea Company's Affairs. 


| N. Meuntague. 
SIR, | | 

uu are deſired to meet the feveral Centlemen, avlo avith our ſelf 

Pave been Directors of the South-Sea Compony fince the Veor 1720, 

ou Nondav next, at the Upper Three 'Vuns i Graeechurch-tireet, 

Enquire for N i. 14 June 1733. 


whether 


Sub- Governor, 


| 
| 
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whether his Capacity might permit him to penetrate 
into Affairs fo far as ſome Gentlemen of that Com- 
mittee, or whether he was actuated by any other 
Motive, I cannot ſay, but am rather inclined to be- 
lieve the former, elſe in all Probabiliay he would 
have proteſted againſt the Proceedings of the Court 
long before. ” 

I preſume now by the foregoing Sheets, that I 
have fully and demonſtratively proved the Reaſona- 
blenefs and Equity of a publick Enquiry, and am 
8 that on Trial it would appear, that if the 

irectors had carry'd on no Trade at all ſince the 

Year 1720 (that what with the Money due to the 
Company for Seizures and other Effects in the Spaniſh 
Meſt-Indies before that time, what with the Cargo 
of the Royal George bought in the Year. 1717 and 
1718, what with part of the Ships Bedford and Eli- 
zabeth's Cargo bought in the Year 1716, part of the 
faid Ships Cargoes having been ſold after the Year 
1721, what with the ſaid 4, 200000 J. received from 
the Bank 2,400000 /. from the Forfeited Eſtates 
7,00000 and upwards on Pledges of Stock and Sub- 

ſcriptions; what with Stock unclaimed, and with 
ſaving the Money which has been expended in Salla- 
ries to the King of Spain's Officers in New-Spain, 
and Council of the Indies at Madrid, with ſeveral 
hundred thouſand Pounds paid in His Majeſty's Ap- 
pointments) the Company might have paid 5 per 

Gent, for ever. RY 

* In the Year 1729, Sir Richard Hopkins, Mr. Aſhton, N.. 
Tellieux, and another Gentleman in the Directions proteſted againſt 
the Proceedings of the Cour. | 


FINIS. 
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